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REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 


The  Selectmen  of  Weymouth  for  the  year  ending  March  12, 
1860,  submit  the  following  Report:  — 

During  the  year,  a  new  street  has  been  laid  out,  from  North  to 
Neck  Street,  and  accepted  by  the  town ;  and,  in  pursuance  of  a 
vote  of  the  town,  it  has  been  worked  by  George  W.  Pratt,  the 
overseer  of  the  Almshouse. 

A  continuation  of  Foye’s  Avenue  has  been  laid  out  and  accepted 
by  the  town,  and  worked  also  by  Mr.  Pratt,  the  overseer  of  the 
Almshouse. 

A  continuation  of  Neck  Street  around  Weymouth  Great  Hill  to 
the  water,  has  been  accepted  by  the  town,  and  no  order  for  work¬ 
ing  it  having  been  made  by  the  town,  no  work  has  been  done 
upon  it. 

A  new  road  has  been  laid  out  from  Columbian  Street,  near  the 
house  of  Moses  Orcutt,  to  Randolph  Street,  near  the  house  of  Ed¬ 
win  Thomas,  and  accepted  by  the  town.  And,  by  a  vote  of  the 
town,  referring  the  working  of  the  same  to  the  Selectmen,  we  au¬ 
thorized  Mr.  Jason  Holbrook,  a  highway  surveyor  of  the  town,  to 
commence  work,  and  a  portion  of  the  road  has  been  worked. 

A  widening  and  straightening  of  Pleasant  Street,  near,  and 
north  of  the  Sixth  District  School  House,  has  been  made,  and  a 
portion  of  the  same  has  been  worked. 

A  widening  of  Front  Street,  near  the  house  of  Dr.  Fifield,  has 
been  agreed  upon,  and  the  working  of  the  same  remains  to  he 
done,  and  when  done,  will  he  a  great  convenience.  The  Liquor 
Agency  has  been  conducted  by  Mr.  A.  S.  White,  as  heretofore,  in 
a  satisfactory  manner, 


SCHEDULE 

OF 

receipts  and  expenditures 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  12,  1860. 


receipts  of  the  treasurer, 

From  March  14,  1859,  to  March  12,  1860. 

045  54 

Received  Town,  County,  and  State  taxes,  . 

State  School  Fund,  . 

from  State,  to  refund  money  paid  Weymoutli  Band, 
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for  use  of  Town  Hall, 

“  one  map, 

tax  on  dogs, 
from  School  District  No.  1,  for  assessing  taxes, 

2, 

4, 

9, 

“  5, 

Prudential  Committee,  Dist.  No.  1, 


SCHOOLS. 

The  town  grant  for  the  support  of  Common  Schools  was 

The  income  of  the  Alewive  Fund  was 

The  town’s  portion  of  the  State  School  Fund  was 

The  town  appropriated  for  the  High  School  in  the  North 

Parish,  .  •  ♦  *  '  ‘  ,, 

The  town  appropriated  for  the  High  School  m  the  South 

Parish,  •  •  * 


291  06 
162  00 
161  60 
35 

391  00 
6  00 
4  50 
6  00 
9  00 


Whole  amount  for  Schools, 


6  < 

00 

27 

00 

25,110 
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00 

252 

00 

291 

06 

$6,543 
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00 

700 

00 

$8,343 

06 
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The  town  voted  to  divide  one-fourth  of  the  Common  School  money 
equally  among  the  districts,  and  the  remaining  three-fourths  according 
to  the  number  of  children  in  each  district,  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  fifteen  years. 

Whole  amount  for  Schools,  including  the  High  School,  when  divided 


bv  the  number  of  children  between  five  and  fifteen  years 

of  age,  was, 

to  each, 

• 

•  ••••• 

$5  61 

Dist.  No.  1  had  140  children,  and  its  share  was 

.  $610  75 

2 

54 

H  6  (  H  t 

827  00 

3 

264 

a  n  u  “ 

.  1,019  90 

4 

113 

a  << 

521  60 

5 

130 

<<  <«  “  << 

577  75 

6 

111 

(<  <<  “ 

515  00 

7 

134 

it  <<  K  “ 

590  90 

8 

153 

(«  “  “  “ 

653  60 

9 

239 

<<  U  “  “ 

937  40 

10 

86 

«<  <<  *< 

.  432  56 

11 

63 

<«  “ 

.  356  60 

$6,543  06 

The  accounts 

of  the  Districts  at  the  close  of  the  schools  for  the  past 

year,  stands  as  follows,  viz. : 


DISTRICT  No.  1. — Lowell  Q.  Spear,  Prudential  Committee. 


Balance  due,  March  14,  1859, 

$54 

72 

Appropriation  for  1859—60,  • 

610 

75 

Paid  into  the  town  treasury  by  Prudential  Com., 

27 

00 

Paid  J.  Prances  Yining,  teacher, 

CO 

o 

►p- 

00 

A.  E.  Yining,  **  ... 

199 

72 

Sarah  E.  Loud,  “ 

108 

00 

L.  B.  Yining,  “ 

80 

75 

$692  47 


$G92  47 


DISTRICT  No.  2. — Stephen 
Balance  due,  March  14,  1859, 
Appropriation  for  1859-60,  . 


Bates,  Prudential  Committee. 

331  55 
327  00 

-  $658  55 
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Paid  Stephen  Bates,  fuel, 

Eliza  French,  teacher,  . 

Joseph  Loud  &  Co.,  coal, 

The  expense  of  the  school  not  yet  closed, 
Balance  due  the  District, 


$20  12 
259  50 
23  50 
75  00 
280  43 


$658  55 


DISTBICT  No.  3. — James  Lovell,  Prudential  Committee. 


Balance  due  March  14,  1859, 

• 

• 

Ox 

00 

CO 

27 

Appropriation  for  1859-60, 

1,019 

90 

Paid  James  Lovell,  fuel,  &c., 

• 

• 

i — • 

o 

o 

75 

Susan  J.  F.  Pratt,  teacher,  . 

315 

20 

'  Mary  C.  Cowing,  “ 

233 

20 

Maria  L.  Bates,  “ 

212 

00 

Marianna  Bptes,  “ 

73 

50 

Sarah  E.  Loud,  “ 

105 

00 

James  Lovell,  fires,  &c., 

20 

00 

Balance  due  the  District,  . 

547 

52 

$1,608  17 


$1,608  17 


DISTRICT  No.  4. — Martin  K.  Pratt,  Prudential  Committee. 


Balance  due  March  14,  1859,. 
Appropriation  for  1859—60,  . 

Paid  A.  M.  Webster,  teacher, 
Lizzie  W.  Johnson,  i(-  , 

L.  Jenpie  Blood,  “  . 

Mary  Proctor,  “  , 

Balance  due  the  District, 


$90  88 
521  60 

$236  00 
156  00 
18  00 
84  00 
118  48 


$612  48 


$612  48 


DISTRICT  No.  5. — Francis  S.  Torrey,  Prudential  Committee. 


$331  04 


Balance  due  March  14,  1859, 

$253 

to 

Appropriation  for  1859-60, 

577 

75 

Paid  Harriet  M.  Yining,  teacher, 

$249 

60 

Elizabeth  T.  Torrey,  .... 

240 

00 

Francis  S.  Torrey,  fuel  and  fires,  . 

42 

10 

Balance  due  the  District,  .... 

299 

34 

$831  01 
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DISTRICT  No.  6.- George 
Appropriation  for  1859-60, 

Paid  W.  F.  Sampson,  teacher, 
Elizabeth  White,  “ 

George  Reed,  fuel, 

Chester  D.  Pratt  2d,  teacher, 

C.  D.  Pratt  2d,  from  Pratt  fund, 

DISTRICT  No.  7. -James  P. 
Balance  due  March  14,  1859, 
Appropriation  for  1859-60, 

Paid  Henry  F.  Woodman,  teacher, 
Ezra  Reed,  fuel,  . 

M.  T.  Blanchard,  teacher, 
Lucy  E.  Hunt,  “ 

James  P.  Terry,  fuel,  . 
Balance  due  the  District* 


Reed,  Prudential  Committee. 

.  .  .  .  $515  00 

$236  25 
150  00 
34  67 
94  (8 

-  $515  00 

.  70  42 

Terry,  Prudential  Committee. 
$112  54 
590  90 

-  $703  44 

$396  00 

32  37 

70  00 

ISO  00 

8  50 

16  57 

-  $703  44 


DISTRICT  No.  8. — Joseph  Curtis,  Prudential  Committee. 


Balance  du.e  March  14,  1859, 

$31 

76 

Appropriation  for  1859-CO, 

653 

60 

Paid  Lydia  A.  Paddock,  teacher,  . 

$204 

00 

Isaac  L.  Blanchard,  fuel, 

5 

50 

Joseph  Dyer,  carting,  .... 

1 

05 

H.  A.  Fuller,  teacher, 

100 

00 

Joseph  Curtis,  fuel,  .... 

38 

25 

Susan  M.  Torrey,  teacher,  . 

214 

00 

Jonathan  French,  “ 

108 

00 

Balance  due  the  District,  .... 

14 

56 

$685  36 


$685  36 


\ 


DISTRICT  No.  9. — Roscius  R.  Walker,  Prudential  Committee. 
Balance  due  March  14,  1859,  .  .  .  $2  05 

Appropriation  for  1859-60,  .  .  .  937  40 


$939  45 
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Taid  T.  C.  Pratt,  teacher, 

$58  33 

Sarah  A.  White,  teacher, 

178  00 

Mary  T.  Clapp,  “ 

260  00 

Anna  E.  Wright,  “ 

178  00 

Maria  V.  Boardman,“ 

246  00 

Balance  due  the  District,  . 

19  12 

-  $939  45 

DISTRICT  No.  10.— Jacob  N. 

Bates,  Prudential  Committee. 

Balance  due  March  14,  1859, 

$55  95 

Appropriation  for  1859-60, 

432  56 

$188  51 

Paid  M.  Augusta  Fay,  teacher,  . 

$196  40 

J.  N.  Bates,  fuel, 

6  75 

Joseph  Loud  &  Co.,  coal, 

22  00 

Lydia  A.  Tirrell,  teacher,  . 

111  00 

Ursula  K.  Fletcher,  “ 

136  50 

C.  P.  Joy,  fires,  &c.,  . 

8  00 

Balance  due  the  District,  . 

7  86 

$188  51 

DISTRICT  No.  11. — Quincy  Pool,  Prudential  Committee. 

Balance  due  March  14,  1859, 

$95  18 

Appropriation  for  1859-60, 

356  60 

$451  78 

Paid  Sarah  B.  Thompson,  teacher, 

$110  00 

Quincy  Pool,  fuel, 

16  75 

Horace  Choate,  teacher, 

210  00 

Balance  due  the  District,  . 

115  03 

$451  78 

HIGH  SCHOOL.  — NOE  TH  PAEISH. 
Appropriation  for  1859— 60  ....  $1,100  00 


Paid  William  K.  Fletcher,  teacher, 

$1000  00 

“  “  incidentals, 

5  71 

Rebecca  Y.  Humphrey,  teacher,  . 

288  40 

Bicknell  &  White,  repairs, 

26  51 

2d  School  Dist.  for  use  of  school-room, 

100  00 

C.  W.  Mellen,  incidentals,  . 

6  96 

$1,427  58 

Deduct  amount  overdrawn  by  vote  of  town, . 

327  58 

$1,100  00 
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HIGH  SCHOOL  — SOUTH  PARISH. 


Appropriation  for  1859— GO, 


Paid  J.  P.  Terry,  for  desks, 

$135 

35 

“  “  “  fuel, 

6 

15 

“  “  “  incidental  expenses,  . 

1 

37 

“  “  “  repairs,  &c., 

22 

62 

“  “  “  incidentals, 

6 

76 

“  “  “  fires,  &c.,  . 

20 

21 

Elhridge  Torrey,  teacher, 

600 

00 

Universalist  Society,  use  of  vestry, 

64 

50 

Loud  &  Reed,  blackboards,  . 

5 

18 

A.  W.  Stetson,  coal,  .... 

26 

00 

John  Canney,  carting  school  furniture, 

5 

50 

$893 

64 

Deduct  amount  overdrawn, 

193 

64 

SUMMARY  OF  EXPENSE  OF 

SCHOOLS. 

Balance  due  Districts  at  the  close  of  last  year 

$1,616 

19 

Appropriation  for  1859-60, 

8,343 

06 

Expense  of  District  Schools  this  year, 

$6,767 

34 

Balance  due  the  Districts  at  the  close  of  the 

schools,  ...... 

1,418 

91 

Expense  of  the  High  Schools, 

2,321 

22 

$10,507 

47 

Deduct  amount  overdrawn  by  High  Schools, 

521 

22 

$700  00 


$700  00 


$9,959  25 


$9,986  25 

Deduct  amount  paid  into  treasury  by  Pru¬ 
dential  Committee,  .  .  .  .  $27  00 

-  $9,959  25 


HIGHWAYS,  TOWN  WAYS,  AND  BRIDGES. 

The  town  voted  to  raise  and  appropriate  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
dollars  for  the  repairs  of  highways,  &c.,  to  he  expended  under  the 
direction  of  a  hoard  of  surveyors,  $3,000  00 

Additional  amount  expended  hy  surveyors,  *  126  44 

$3,126  44 


2 


10 


For  Widening  and  Building  Roads. 

Paid  Josiah  B.  Spear,  for  work  on  Pleasant 

Street,  .  .  .  .  .  $112  50 


Geo.  W.  Shaw,  removing  rocks  on  do., 
George  W.  Pratt,  extending  Foye’s  Ave¬ 
nue  to  Broad  Street, 

Geo.  W.  Pratt,  building  new  road  from 
North  to  Neck  Street,  . 

Jason  Holbrook,  work  on  new  street  from 
Columbia  to  Randolph  Streets, 

82  00 

67  00 

67  75 

121  00 

$450  25 

Expense  of  removing  Snow. 

Paid  N.  Shaw,  ...... 

Jason  Holbrook,  . 

James  Lovell,  ..... 

Asa  B.  Wales,  ..... 
Charles  Humphrey,  .... 
Loring  Tirrell,  ..... 

$7  27 

16  00 

11  06  ^ 

6  88 

15  48 

2  67 

- - $58  86 

Land  to  widen  and  straighten  Streets. 

Paid  G.  W.  Pluntress  interest  on  land  damage,  $1  50 


widow  Susan  Tirrell,  for  land  to  widen 
Middle  Street,  .... 
Abram  Bates  do., 

Moses  Orcutt,  for  land  on  street  from 
Columbia  to  Randolph  Streets, 

Mrs.  Stowell  do., 

Nathaniel  B.  Derby  do., 

Edwin  Thomas  do., 

Willard  G.  Torrey,  for  laud  at  Foye’s 
Avenue,  ..... 

V 

10  00 

4  00 

23  00 

3  00 

10  00 

15  00 

10  00 

Heirs  of  Warren  Weston  do.,  .  .  150  00 


Chester  D.  Pratt,  land  on  Pleasant  St., 

Josiah  M.  Pratt  do.,  .... 

John  McGill  do.,  .... 

7  00 

5  00 

20  00 

11 


Ezra  Reed,  for  land  on  street  from  Col- 


umbia  to  Randolph  Streets,  . 

10  00 

John  Q.  Hollis  do., 

17  66 

— 

$286  16 

Paid  highway  surveyors,  to  refund  money 
money  paid  for  oxen,  carts,  ploughs,  &c. 

$258  50 

$285  50 

Summary  of  Expense  on  Roads. 


Paid  highway  surveyors,  .... 

$3,126  44 

land  to  widen  and  straighten  sts.,  . 

286  16 

removing  snow,  ..... 

58  86 

highway  surveyors,  to  refund  money  paid 

for  oxen,  carts,  &c., 

258  50 

for  widening  and  building  roads, 

450  25 

$4,180 

INCIDENTAL  EXPENSES  OF  THE 

TOWN  HOUSE. 

Paid  Joseph  Loud  &  Co.,  for  coal, 

$13  00 

R.  E.  &  C.  Loud,  granular  fuel,  . 

2  25 

Francis  Tirrell,  care  of  house, 

28  75 

Wm.  G.  Nash,  oil,  &c., 

31  09 

$75  09 


DAMAGE  ON  HIGHWAYS. 
Paid  Geo.  Bassett,  for  damage  on  Main  Street 
to  horse  and  carriage,  . 

Wm.  F.  Thayer,  for  damage  on  West  St. 
to  carriage,  ..... 


OLD  BILLS. 

Paid  Eliphalet  Loud,  for  removing  snow, 

Loring  Tirrell  do.,  .... 
Loring  Pratt,  for  work  on  Pine  Street,  . 
Charles  Humphrey,  balance  of  highway 
tax,  District  No  2,  1857, 

Lovell  Bicknell,  for  opening  drain, 


$25  00 
13  00 

-  $38  00 


$1  30 
2  00 
50 

81  85 
5  00 


$90  65 
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EXPENSE  FOR  THE  SERVICES  OF  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

Selectmen . 

Noah  Vining,  Jr.,  for  services  and  expenses,  $57  25 

Z.  L.  Bicknell,  “  “  “  “  .  51  62 

Ebenezer  H.  Richards/*  “  “  .  52  00 

-  $160  87 


Assessors. 

Noah  Vining,  Jr.,  for  services  and  expenses,  $97  00 

Samuel  Reed,  “  “  “  “  .  94  00 

Samuel  Burrell,  “  “  “  “  .  Ill  00 

-  $302  00 


Overseers  of  the  Poor. 

Samuel  Curtis,  for  services  and  expenses, 
Lemuel  Torrey,  “  “  “  “ 

James  Tirrell,  “  “  **  “ 


Treasurer. 

Gilman  Burrell,  for  services  and  expenses,  . 

Clerk. 

J.  Austin  Rogers,  for  services  and  expenses, 


$80  67 

17  00 

18  50 

-  $116  17 

$58  00  $58  00 

$26  89  $26  89 


Constables. 

Erancis  H.  Tilden,  for  services  and  expenses, 
Wm.  Stoddard,  “  “  “  “ 

Jacob  N.  Bates,  “  “  “  “■ 


School  Committee. 

James  P.  Terry,  for  services  and  expenses,  . 
E.  S.  Potter,  “  “  “  “ 

C.  W.  Mellon,  **  “  “  “ 


Collector. 

Cotton  Bates,  for  collecting  taxes, 


$5  70 
24  10 
15  80 

-  $45  60 

$147  75 
114  50 
127  36 

-  $389  61 

$240  46  $240  46 


$1,339  60 


T  9 

JLo 

MISCELLANEOUS. 


.  Cotton  Bates,  uncurrent  money,  . 

50 

Wm.  White,  printing,  .... 

172 

81 

Blossom  &  Easterbrook  do.,  . 

1 

00 

Wright  &  Potter  do.,  . 

10 

69 

James  Humphrey,  costs  on  suit  Ninth 

School  District,  .... 

75 

00 

Z.  L.  Bicknell,  preparing  schedules, 

10 

00 

Noah  Vining,  Jr.,  assessor’s  hooks, 

11 

75 

“  “  “  distributing  schedules, 

3 

50 

“  “  “  “  Laws  and 

Besolves,  ..... 

8 

50 

Cotton  Bates,  distributing  Schedules 

and  Laws  and  Besolves, 

10 

00 

J.  P.  Terry,  school-books  for  introduction, 

54 

79 

C.  W.  Mellen,  “  “ 

20 

00 

Henry  Loud,  “  “ 

25 

60 

“  .  “  stationery, 

3 

56 

“  “  selling  school-books, 

20 

00 

J.  Austin  Bogers,“  “ 

2 

38 

Wm.  G.  Nash,  “  “ 

3 

75 

Amos  S.  White,  “  “ 

10 

79 

“  “  books  furnished  by  order 

of  School  Committee,  . 

3 

67 

J.  P  Terrey,  do.,  .... 

5 

31 

N.Yining,  Jr.,  cash  paid  Loud’s  express, 

2 

87 

Weym’th  Band,  to  be  refunded  by  State, 

162 

00 

Atherton  Pratt,  refreshments  to  Hing- 

ham  Engine  Co.,  at  fire  at  Town 

Farm,  ..... 

11 

54 

Atherton  Pratt,  do.,  do.,  at  burning  of 

A.  Humphrey’s  store,  . 

33 

70 

M.  L.  Cushing,  taking  engine  from  Town 

Earm  to  Hingham, 

3 

00 

Cotton  Bates,  discount  on  taxes,  . 

595 

79 

“  “  remittances,  . 

328 

18 

State  Treasurer,  State  tax,  . 

942 

00 

14 


County  Treasurer,  county  tax, 

N.  Sinclair,  to  remit  illegal  taxes, 

J.  Austin  Eogers,  recording  births,  deaths, 
and  marriages,  .... 
J.  Austin  Eogers,  registering  351  dogs, 
E.  Howard  &  Co.  repairing  weights  and 
measures,  . 

AsaB.  Wales,  dinners  School  Committee, 
“  “  Appraisal  Committee, 

“  “  examining  treasurer’s 

accounts,  ..... 
Erancis  H.  Tilden,  bedding,  &c.,  fur¬ 
nished  lock-up,  .... 
E.  Granville  Pratt,  surveying, 

Ebenezer  Humphrey,  interest, 
Weymouth  and  Braintree  Bank,  interest 
on  borrowed  money, 

J.  Q.  Torrey,  interest  on  note, 

J.  A.  E.  Loud,  express, 

N.  Yining,  Jr.,  surveying,  . 

Lovell  Bicknell,  examining  treasurer’s 
accounts,  ..... 
Silas  Binney,  killing  dogs,  . 

John  W.  Bartlett,  selling  school-books, 


19S5 

28 

1G 

37 

73 

15 

35 

10 

50 

00 

3 

75 

3 

00 

1 

00 

13 

58 

1 

50 

1S5 

00 

31 

00 

■  60 

00 

1 

18  • 

4 

00 

2 

00 

1 

00 

5 

92 

$5,004  51 


> 
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EECAPITULATION. 


Eeceived  from  all  sources,  . 

Expenditures. 

On  account  of  Schools, 

Eoads,  .... 
Town  House, 

Old  Bills,  . 

Town  Officers, 
Miscellaneous, 

»  Town’s  Poor, 

Damage  on  Highway,  . 


.  $25,110 

05 

.  $9,088 

56 

4,180 

21 

75 

09 

90 

65 

1,339 

60 

5,004 

51 

6,010 

70 

38 

00 

$25,827  32 


Expenditures,  . 

Received  from  all  sources,  . 

Amount  of  expenditures  over  receipts, 
Town  owed  last  year,  . 

Leaving  a  balance  against  the  town  of . 


.  $25,827  32 
.  25,110  05 

$717  27 
3,241  83 

.  $3,959  10 


The  following  expenses  were  incurred  in  addition  to  the  appropria¬ 
tions  for  those  purposes. 

For  oxen,  carts,  &c.,  now  on  hand,  .  .  $258  50 

High  Schools,  .  .  .  .  .  521  22 

Addition  and  repairs  at  Town  Farm,  .  815  65 

$1,595  37 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

NOAH  VINING,  Jr.,  ^  Selectmen 

Z.  L.  BICKNELL,  l  of 

EBENEZER  H.  RICHARDS,  j  Weymouth. 


r 
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REPO  R T 

OF  THE 

OVERSEERS  OP  THE  POOR. 


The  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Weymouth,  for  the  past 
year,  respectfully  ask  leave  to  make  the  following  Report,  the  account 
of  which  includes  the  time  from  the  first  day  of  February,  1859,  to  the 
first  day  of  February,  1860. 

The  number  of  paupers  in  the  house  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year,  "was  twenty-three ;  the  whole  number  during  the  year,  thirty ; 
the  average  wras  about  twenty-two  and  one-half ;  the  number  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  twenty-one. 

The  amount  charged  by  the  overseers  for  their  services,  postage, 
travelling  expenses,  and  cash  by  them,  has  been  one  hundred  and  six¬ 
teen  dollars  and  seventeen  cents. 

The  whole  sum  drawn  from  the  treasury  for  the  support  of  the  poor 
in  the  house,  including  the  salary  of  the  Superintendent,  has  been 
eighteen  hundred  and  five  dollars  and  nine  cents.  We  have  allowed 
the  town  for  rent  of  the  farm,  three  hundred  dollars,  making  the  whole 
cost  of  the  poor  in  the  house,  twenty-two  hundred  dollars  and  eighty- 
eight  cents. 

The  expense  of  each  pauper  per  week  has  been  one  dollar  and  eighty- 
seven  cents  and  about  five  mills.  There  have  been  four  deaths  at  the 
house  the  past  year,  viz.:  Ruth  Pratt,  died  Sept.  12,  aged  89  years; 
Thomas  Green,  died  Oct.  22d,  aged  61  years;  Edmond  Tirrell,  died 
Oct.  24,  aged  43  years;  and  F.  J.  Hayden,  died  Oct.  24,  aged  28 
years. 

The  expense  for  support  of  the  poor  out  of  the  house,  amounts  to  ten 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  dollars  and  ninety-eight  cents.  Three  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty-three  dollars  of  that  sum  has  been  paid  for  support  of 
persons  at  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital  at  Taunton  and  Worcester,  and 
there  is  about  ninety  dollars  due  from  other  towns  for  the  support  of 
their  paupers. 


L 
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We  have  expended  for  additions  and  repairs  on  the  house,  twenty- 
two  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and  sixty-five  cents.  We  have  also 
expended  on  carriage-house  and  out-buildings,  three  hundred  dollars ; 
and  the  cost  to  repair  the  damage  done  to  the  house  by  fire,  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  was  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  ;  and  we  have  purchased 
a  new  stove  and  apparatus  at  a  cost  of  sixty-three  dollars  and  fourteen 
cents. 


Expense  for  Support  of  the  Poor  in  the  Almshouse,  from  February  ls£, 

1859,  to  February  ls£,  1860* 

DR. 


Inventory  of  February  1st,  1859, 

.  $1,713  16 

Kent  of  Farm,  ..... 

300  00 

Orders  to  Mr.  Pratt,  .... 

2,103  93 

$4,117  09 

£r. 

Inventory  of  February  1st,  1860, 

.  $1,635  37 

Loss  of  tools,  &c.,  by  fire,  . 

140  00 

Bills  due  the  town,  .... 

140  8.4 

$1,916  21 

Balance  for  support  of  poor, 

2,200  88 

$4,117  09 

Account  of  Goods,  fyc.,  bought  and  Bills  paid,  1859-60,  by  the  Super- 

intendent. 

Paid  Charles  Humphrey,  team, 

4  •  • 

$44  33 

Henry  Sinclair,  tin  ware, 

•  4  4 

3  68 

Granvil  Thompson,  express, 

4  10 

David  Pratt,  team  work, 

3  00 

Lemuel  French,  gravel,  .- 

2  25 

repairing  wagon,  .... 

20  00 

Loud  &  Khines,  lumber, 

17  08 

Henry  Loud,  goods, 

78  11 

goods  bought  by  Samuel  Curtis, 

443  45 

Joseph  Loud  &  Co.,  grain  and  coal,  . 

252  69 

James  White,  barley,  &c.,  * 

15  23 

Warren  Burrell,  labor,  . 

12  50 

3 
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A.  S.  White,  medicine,  . 

35  99 

Mrs.  Kichards,  labor, 

11  83 

Noah  Sinclair,  labor, 

8  25 

Harrison  Tirrell,  fish,  &c. 

22  91 

Mr.  Andrus,  tin  ware, 

4  48 

Josiah  Martin,  meat, 

41  49 

John  0.  Eoye,  hardware  and  tools, 

29  76 

for  flour,  .... 

73  50 

B.  E.  Burrell,  cow  and  beef,  . 

65  58 

Walsh  &  South,  harness  work, 

19  70 

Parker,  Gannett,  &  Co.,  farming  tools, 

64  98 

Binney  &  Barns,  killing  hogs,  . 

4  37 

A.  Baymond,  Jr.,  beef,  ^ 

2  98 

Daniel  Cohane,  labor, 

44  86 

James  Graves,  feathers,  &c. 

9  00 

Mr.  Lane,  soft  soap, 

10  62 

0.  Allen,  grain, 

399  14 

A.  B.  Wales,  curing  ham, 

2  40 

L.  M.  Pratt,  tin  ware, 

20  82 

Clapp,  Hall,  &  Co.,  leather, 

15  65 

J.  M.  Goodhue,  goods,  . 

146  09 

for  beef,  &c.  .... 

66  88 

Mrs.  Bichards,  gratuity,  . 

2  50 

paper  and  cotton,  . 

2  48 

David  Lovell,  sea-weed,  . 

2  00 

J.  D.  Pratt,  salve,  . 

2  72 

E.  W.  Smith,  beef, 

24  44 

E.  Pierce,  harness  work, 

2  00 

for  clothing,  &c.  . 

9  06 

for  trees,  .... 

2  80 

J.  B.  Howe,  bread  and  crackers, 

5  95 

A.  Howe,  “  “ 

11  50 

Jeremiah  Stetson,  gratuity, 

3  00 

for  alewives,  .... 

2  00 

Albert  Humphrey,  leather, 

3  11 

for  shoes,  .... 

3  85 

“  bonnets,  clothing,  &c. 

10  65 

Err  Cushing,  gratuity,  . 

3  50 

19 


Sail  to  cover  house,  ......  6  25 

Potatoes,  ........  1  25 

Carlton,  labor,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19  75 

horse  rake,  ........  7  25 

grass  seed,  ........  1  04 

cedar  posts,  ........  2  00 

Ansell  Burrell,  calf,  .  .  .  .  .  .  1  75 

knives  and  forks,  .......  1  50 

James  Thomas,  meat,  .  .  .  .  .  .  3  99 

for  fowl,  ........  4  65 

Hinckley,  for  beans,  ......  6  58 

for  crockery  ware,  .  .  .  .  .  .  2  17 

M.  C.  Dizer  &  Co.,  leather,  .  .  .  .  .  7  56 

N.  M.  Hobart,  goods,  .  .  .  .  .  .  10  39 

Ezra  Pratt,  wood,  .......  6  00 

Thomas  French,  stone,  ......  2  30 

Welch,  difference  in  cows,  .  .  .  .  .  15  00 

for  shoe  findings,  .......  2  09 

“  mittens,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2  75 

“  bitt  stock,  .......  1  25 

“  set  lasts,  ........  1  37 

Albert  Tirrell,  wood,  .  .  .  .  .  .  22  75 

S.  Lovell,  ice,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10  25 

Samuel  Keed,  smith  work,  .  .  .  .  .  16  37 

Jas.  Blanchard,  “  “  .....  9  40 

John  Spence,  stove,  &c.  .  .  .  .  .  .  28  71 

Charles  Humphrey,  pasturing,  .  .  .  .  50  00 

Luke  Ward,  labor,  .......  7  00 

Dr.  E.  L.  Warren,  for  medicine  and  attendance,  .  41  75 

Sundries,  ........  97  32 


$2,479  65 


George  W.  Pratt ,  Superintendent  of  the  Town  Farm. 

1860.  dr. 

Eeb.  To  orders  on  the  Treasurer,  .  .  $2,103  93 

To  amount  received  for  produce,  .  679  93 

- $2,783  86 


1860.  cr. 

Feb.  By  bill  of  goods  by  him  bought,  .  $2,479  65 

By  his  salary,  .....  304  21 

-  $2,783  86 


Amount  received  for  Produce ,  Stock ,  Labor ,  fyc.,  by  Mr.  Pratt. 


Beceived  for  making  boots  and  shoes, 

$66 

24 

E.  W.  Smith,  hides,  tallow,  and  calves, 

18 

46 

Harrison  Tirrell,  hay,  .... 

7 

20 

wood,  ....... 

46 

88 

old  iron,  ....  . 

12 

36 

shoats,  ....... 

50 

00 

Charles  Humphrey,  board,  .... 

142 

75 

Henry  Loud,  produce,.  .... 

26 

70 

beef  and  calves,  ..... 

170 

24 

butter,  ....... 

4 

29 

pork,  lard,  milk,  eggs,  and  poultry, 

134 

81 

$679 

93 

I 


Support  of  the  Poor  out  of  the  House. 


Paid  City  Salem,  for  Mrs.  Tirrell,  .  .  .  ,  ,  29  31 

“  Boston,  “  Sarah  Beed,  .  .  .  .  .  96  87 

“  “  “  Elizabeth  Pratt,  ....  6  86 

“  New  Bedford,  for  Badelia  Howland,  .  .  .  18  10 

Joseph  Loud  &  Co.,  for  coal  to  Thomas  Burrell,  .  6  25 

Mrs.  Harding,  .  .  .  12  50 

Bichard  Torrey,  .  88 

Samuel  Curtis,  goods,  for  Thomas  Burrell,  .  .  53  23 

Mr.  Dyer,  .  .  .  ,  63  70 

Ezra  Bicknell,  .  .  .  .  7  50 

Badelia  Howland,  .  2  00 

Sarah  E.  Woodward,  .  5  00 

Miss - ,  ....  4  00 

Thomas  Pray,  for  Mrs.  Agnes  Dyer,  .  .  .  39  00 

Charles  E.  Hunt,  for  James  Nash,  .  .  .  .  32  50 

Noah  Stowell,  goods  to  Ackley  Ware,  ...  9  00 
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S.  S.  Foye,  wood  to  Mrs.  Sally  Harding,  . 

Henry  Loud,  goods  to  Mrs.  Mitchell, 

“  “  “  “  A.  B.  Main,  . 

James  Tirrell,  goods  to  Hosea  Hollis, 

E.  S.  Wright,  goods  to  Isaac  Lynfield, 

Samuel  Estes,  care  of  John  Cahil,  . 

Elnathan  Bates,  support  of  Esther  Bates  at  Hospital, 
Dr.  Gr.  W.  Fay,  medical  attendance  on  Mrs.  A.  B.  Main, 
do.  do.  on  Mrs.  Mitchell,  . 

Dr.  G.  p.  S.  Choate,  at  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  for 
Bosamond  Pratt,  ...... 

Dr.  Choate,  at  do.,  for  Henry  C.  Bates, 

E.  F.  Hall,  services  in  Litchfield  case, 

overseers,  orders  to  widow  E.  Pratt,  .... 

Mary  Bates,  . 

Ebenezer  Roob  and  daughter, 
Hosea  Hollis,  .... 

Dr.  J.  E.  Corlew,  medical  attendance  on  John  Cahil, 
Samuel  Curtis,  funeral  expenses,  Ackley  Ware, 


6 

00 

2 

00 

25 

39 

13 

00 

6 

06 

9 

00 

91 

60 

36 

50 

6 

33 

166 

76 

125 

24 

5 

00 

26 

00 

26 

00 

78 

00 

9 

00 

8 

00 

12 

00 

$1,037 

98 

RECAPITULATION. 

Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  out  of  the  house,  . 
Cost  of  supporting  the  poor  in  the  house,  . 

Total, . 

Deduct  for  use  of  the  town  farm,  . 


.  $1,037  98 
.  2,200  88 

.  $3,238  86 
300  00 


$2,938  86 
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Cost  of  Additions  and  Repairs  on  Alms-house  and  Out-buildings. 

Paid  John  Phillips,  stone  work, 

39  83 

G.  A.  Carter,  labor,  .... 

16  43 

Stephen  Smith,  lead-pipe, 

7  33 

Benjamin  Ells,  labor,  .... 

320  00 

Weymouth  Iron  Co.,  nails, 

37  52 

Stephen  Cain,  mason  work, 

335  34 

J.  S.  Eoye,  labor,  ..... 

55  13 

B.  F.  Shaw,  labor,  ..... 

16  25 

South  Boston  Iron  Co.,  iron  post, 

10  26 

Hosea  P.  Noyes,  teaming, 

24  67 

H.  Barnes,  labor,  ..... 

4  50 

S.  S.  Foye,  labor  and  posts, 

13  35 

Ebenezer  Smalley,  labor, 

14  87 

J.  A.  &  W.  Bird,  lead  and  oil, 

96  87 

Loud  &  Khines,  lumber,  .... 

719  43 

C.  A.  Morse,  wire  work,  .... 

6  92 

Grant  Daniels,  paper,  .... 

9  07 

Oliver  Burrell,  labor,  . 

150  84 

Isaac  Jackson,  lumber,  .... 

105  98 

Loud  &  Beed,  lumber,  .... 

234  17 

Porter  &  Loud,  lumber,  .... 

13  21 

John  0.  Foye,  building  materials,  . 

291  30 

Edward  Jacobs,  brick,  .... 

69  80 

Samuel  French,  3d,  teaming,  . 

2  00 

Albert  Hayden,  stone,  .... 

16  40 

Samuel  Curtis,  superintending  and  labor, 

85  00 

David  N.  Wade,  labor,  .... 

73  93 

Wm.  Bicknell,  labor,  .... 

4  25 

S.  B.  Small,  labor,  .... 

22  00 

Ford  &  Burrell,  labor,  .... 

9  00 

E.  Pratt,  labor, . 

10  00 

John  Spence  &  Sons,  stove, 

63  14 

$2,878  79 

# 
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Paupers  in  the  Almshouse ,  from  Feb.  1,  1859,  to  Feb.  1,  1860. 


Date. 

Names. 

Age. 

Discharged. 

Diid. 

Weeks. 

Days. 

Feb.  1, 

Jeremiah  Stetson, . 

82 

— 

- 

52 

- 

1, 

Err  Cush ing, . 

75 

- 

- 

52 

- 

1. 

Betsey  Avery, . 

77 

- 

- 

52 

- 

1, 

Benjamin  Torrey . 

63 

- 

- 

52 

- 

1, 

Polly  Torrev, . 

64 

- 

52 

- 

1, 

Debene  Pratt, . 

63 

- 

- 

52 

- 

1, 

Thomas  Green, . . 

60 

— 

Oct.  22, 

37 

4 

1, 

Samuel  Badlam,  ...... 

55 

— 

- 

52 

— 

1, 

Lucy  Thayer, . 

36 

- 

- 

52 

- 

3, 

Hiram  Thayer, . 

12 

- 

- 

52 

- 

1, 

Sarah  Thayer, . 

10 

- 

- 

52 

- 

1, 

Julia  A.  Thayer . 

10 

Sept.  15, 1859, 

- 

32 

2 

1, 

Salinda  Richards, . 

29 

July  24,  “ 

- 

24 

5 

1, 

Joseph  W.  Richards,  .  .  .  . 

6 

94-  “ 

- 

24 

5 

1, 

Anne  F.  D.  Richards,  .  .  .  . 

4 

24,  “ 

- 

24 

5 

1, 

F.  J.  Hayden, . 

27 

- 

Oct.  24, 

37 

6 

1, 

Edmond  Tirrell, . 

42 

— 

24, 

37 

6 

1, 

A.  B.  Rosey, . 

32 

- 

- 

52 

— 

1, 

Mary  F.  Rosey, . 

25 

- 

- 

52 

- 

1, 

Angelin e  Rosey, . 

7 

- 

- 

52 

- 

1, 

Henry  Rosey, . 

6 

- 

- 

52 

- 

1, 

Catharine  Binney, . 

7 

- 

- 

52 

- 

1, 

Marv  F.  Binney, . 

5 

- 

- 

52 

— 

April  25, 

Ruth  Pratt, . 

89 

— 

Sept.  12, 

11 

i 

July  20, 

Rosey  Thayer . 

13 

- 

- 

28 

- 

Sept.  13, 

David  Binney, . 

50 

- 

— 

20 

— 

30, 

H.  C.  Bates . 

22 

- 

- 

17 

4 

12, 

Wilton  S.  ltoseyT . 

- 

— 

20 

— 

28, 

Charles  Thayer, . 

15 

— 

— 

18 

_ 

Different  persons, . 

— 

- 

7 

- 

Inventory  of  Stock,  Wood,  Hay,  Goal,  Provisions,  Farming  Implements, 

fyc.,  February,  1860. 


7  cows  . 

$240  00 

horse  and  colt 

100  00 

7  hogs  . 

126  00 

6  turkeys 

6  00 

hens  . 

10  00 

horse  cart  . 

34  00 

2  wagons 

52  00 

1  sleigh 

10  00 

1  harness 

15  00 

2  draft  harnesses  . 

10  00 

1  roller 

6  00 

1  drag  . 

1  00 

1  ox  yoke 

2  00 

6  manure  forks 

6  00 

3  hoes  . 

1  00 

ox  chains  . 

62 

halters,  blankets,  &c. 

4  00 

lot  posts  and  rails 

20  00 

1  cart  saddle 

2  00 

wood  saws  and  horse 

3  00 

beetle  and  wedges 

3  00 

4  iron  bars  . 

2  00 

3  axes 

3  00 

seed  sower  . 

5  00 

8  shovels 

7  00 

hay  poles  . 

1  00 

1  grind  stone 

10  50 

1  hand  hammer 

75 

tackel  and  runner 

4  00 

1  wheelbarrow 

3  00 

3  ploughs 

25  00 

1  horse  hoe  . 

6  00 

1  horse  rake  . 

8  00 

2  horse  sleds 

8  00 

1  harrow 

5  00 

carpenter’s  tools 

6  50 

bush  hook  . 

2  00 

bush  scythes  and 
snathes 

2  00 

3  ladders 

4  00 

1  pr.  horse  fetters  . 

1  00 

1  lantern 

50 

saddle  and  bridle 

1  25 

hay  chopper 

5  00 

winnowing  machine 

10  00 

corn  sheller 

7  50 

5  hay  forks 

4  00 

500  lbs  pork 

55  00 

180  lbs.  bacon 

19  80 

90  lbs.  lard 

10  80 

75  bush,  potatoes  . 

45  00 

1  bbl.  turnips 

1  00 

1  bbl.  onions 

2  00 

3  bushels  beans  . 

3  37 

lot  cabbage 

2  00 

20  bushels  corn 

20  00 

i  bbl.  flour 

4  00 

36  lbs.  tea 

18  00 

4  bushels  meal,  . 

4  00 

25  lbs.  butter 

5  75 

soft  soap 

2  00 

112  lbs.  hard  soap  . 

7  28 

lot  baskets 

4  00 

lot  manure 

222  00 

175  lbs.  rice 

8  75 

3  cords  pine  wood 

15  00 

3  “  hard  “ 

21  00 

Q  <«  <<  «< 

O 

in  woods 

15  00 

11  c’ds  pine  w’d  in  w’ds 

38  50 

hard  coal  . 

45  00 

12  tons  English  hay 

240  00 

1  ton  Salt  hay 

10  00 

straw 

5  00 

10  bushels  barley  . 

10  00 

cheese 

5  50 

buffalo  robe 

5  00 

squashes  . 

1  00 

ice  chest  . 

6  00 

Amount  of  inventory,  $1,635  37 


SAMUEL  CUETIS,  v  ^ 

LEMUEL  TORREY,  l  versc*rs  °f 
JAMES  TIEEELL,  i  <  *  P°°r' 


STATISTICS 

FURNISHED  BY  THE  TOWN  CLERK. 


Marriages  Registered  in  the  Town  of  Weymouth,  in  1858—1859. 


Sept.  5,  1858,  Abial  Gr.  Litchfield  and  Sarah  Cushing,  Weymouth. 
Oct.  9,  1858,  Thomas  B.  Seabury,  Weymouth,  and  Emily  Thayer, 

Quincy. 

Oct.  26,  1858,  Cottington  Nash,  Weymouth,  and  Sarah  Wild,  Brain¬ 
tree. 

Oct.  28,  1858,  Alpheus  S.  Nickerson,  Boston,  and  Jennie  Humphrey, 

Weymouth. 

Nov.  14,  1858,  Alonzo  W.  Blanchard,  Weymouth,  and  Mariam  J. 

Bicknell,  do. 

Nov.  25,  1858,  Charles  G-.  Thompson,  Weymouth,  and  Bebecca  E. 

Hunt,  do. 

The  above  marriages  were  not  returned  to  the  Town  Clerk  until 
after  the  returns  were  sent  to  Boston. 

Jan.  12,  1859,  William  Beed,  Jr.,  Braintree,  and  Maria  L.  Derby, 

Weymouth. 

Eeb.  6,  1859,  John  W.  Page,  Weymouth,  and  MaryM.  Nichols,  do. 
Feb.  23,  1859,  Danforth  W.  Cushing,  Weymouth,  and  T.  Jane  Shaw, 

Abington. 

March  10,  1859,  Jas.  A.  Lovell, Weymouth,  and  Caroline  B.  Colyer,  do. 
March  31,  1859,  Henry  M.  Loud,  “  and  Clarissa  E.  Cushing,  “ 

April  3,  1859,  John  P.  Lovell,  “  and  Lucinda  W.  Bice,  “ 

50,  1859,  Edward  H.  Davis,  “  and  S.  Addie  Manning,  “ 
May  2,1859,  Cotton  Bates,  “  and  Charlotte  W.  Hawes,  “ 

4,  1859,  Edm’d  Humphrey,  “  and  Lucy  Ann  Collier,  “ 

8,  1859,  Joseph  Truett,  Abington,  and  Catherine  P.  Holbrook, 

do. 
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May  10,  1859,  Elliot  L.  Toombs,  Weymouth,  and  Mary  A.  Hollis,  do. 

11,  1859,  Nathaniel  Z.  Battles,  Weymouth,  and  Celia  A.  Good¬ 

win,  do. 

14,  1859,  John  A.  Holbrook,  Weymouth,  and  Priscilla  L. 
French,  do. 

14,  1859,  Frederic  A.  Kenney,  Weymouth,  and  Cinderella 
Stoddard,  do. 

June  5,  1859,  Elbridge  T.  Richards,  Weymouth,  and  Elizabeth  A. 

Tirrell,  do. 

5,  1859,  Sanford  Makepeace,  Weymouth,  and  Lucy  Dwyer,  do. 
14,  1859,  Joseph  R.  Totman,  Weym’th,  and  Lucinda  Pratt,  do. 
July  3,  1859,  Josiah  Q.  Gardner,  Hingham,  and  Lucinda  R.  Gard¬ 
ner,  do. 

5,  1859,  Matthew  Macauly,  Weymouth,  and  Augusta  E.  Peter¬ 
son,  do. 

12,  1859,  George  Turner,  Weymouth,  and  Lucy  Ann  B.  Bates, 

do. 

9,  1859,  Peter  Hugh,  Weymouth,  and  Julia  Fitzgerald,  do. 

27,  1859,  Henry  C.  Pratt,  Weymouth,  and  Abby  Pittman,  do. 
Aug.  6,  1859,  Leander  R.  Joyce,  Abington,  and  Francis  D.  Crocker, 

do. 

t  « 

20,  1859,  Ansel  R.  Holbrook,  Weymouth,  and  Nancy  J.  Ross, 
do. 

25,  1859,  Allen  Smith,  Randolph,  and  Caroline  White,  do. 

25,  1859,  Leonard  Powers,  Weymouth,  and  Susan  A.  Lawrence, 
do. 

Sept.  1  1,  1859,  Edward  L.  Doten,  Abington,  and  Elizabeth  Shaw, 

Weymouth. 

11,  1859,  J ohn  A.  Hickman, Weymouth,  and  Margaret  Doran,  do. 
Oct.  3,  1859,  John  Jackson,  Weymouth,  and  Elizabeth  Cort,  do. 

8,  1859,  Leander  Pratt,  Weymouth,  and  Sarah  A.  Willis, 

Braintree. 

9,  1859,  Orsamus  Littlejohn,  Middleboro’,  and  Eliza  S. 

Holmes,  Weymouth. 

1G,  1859,  J.  Addison  Allen,  East  Bridgewater,  and  Fidelia  H. 
Cook,  Abington. 

19,  1859,  Wm.  Sears,  Jr.,  Weymouth,  and  Sarah  B.  L.  Nichols, 
Cohasset. 


27 


Oct.  23,  1859,  Thomas  Lane,  Weymouth,  and  Bridget  Conners,  do. 
26,  1859,  A.  Lozrene  Hollis,  Weymouth,  and  Harriet  A.  Bry¬ 
ant,  do. 

30,  1859,  Wm.  Hanley,  Weymouth,  and  Hannah  Ahern,  do. 
Nov.  6,  1859,  George  C.  Whiting,  Quincy,  and  Emeline  A.  Thayer, 

Weymouth. 

9,  1859,  Wm.  AY.  Smith,  Weymouth,  and  Avis  A.  Bichards,  do. 

15,  1859,  Nathan  D.  Canterbury,  AVeymouth,  and  Adeline  AY. 

Pratt,  do. 

16,  1859,  Joseph  W.  Richards,  Braintree,  and  Eliza.  B.  Tirrell, 

Weymouth. 

16,  1859,  Henry  A.  Hollis,  AYeymouth,  and  Lydia  M.  Burrell, 
do. 

23,  1859,  Charles  C.  Tinkham,  AAreymouth,  and  Melinda  J. 
Blanchard,  do. 

26,  1859,  Patrick  Conners,  Weymouth,  and  Mary  Donovan, 


Hingham. 


Dec.  11,  1859,  George  A.  Holbrook,  AYeymouth,  and  Jane  S.  Stod¬ 
dard,  do. 

25,  1859,  Michael  J.  Donovan,  South  Scituate,  and  Mary  Ma¬ 
han,  Hanover. 

31,  1859,  Bela  Shaw,  Abington,  and  Rosaltha  M.  Bates,  AYey¬ 
mouth. 


BIRTHS. 


Number  of  births  registered, 


252 


Number  of  births,  where  both  parties  were  American, 


147 


Number  of  births,  where  fathers  were  American  and 
mothers  were  foreign,  ...... 


6 


Number  of  births,  where  mothers  were  American  and 
fathers  were  foreign,  ...... 


8 

91 


Number  of  births,  where  both  parties  were  foreign,  . 


252 


Number  of  births,  where  both  parties  were  natives  of 
AYeymouth,  ....... 


25 
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Deaths  in  Weymouth  in  1859. 


Date. 

NAMES, 

Tears. 

>  \ 

Months.  Q  | 

M  \ 

CO 

o3 

Q 

Disease. 

Where  Born. 

Jan.  16, 

J  Nancy  Pratt,  . 

73 

i 

Dropsy,  .... 

Weymouth. 

21, 

Francis  A.  Hayden, . 

23 

- 

- 

Consumption,  . 

ti 

10, 

Benjamin  Bates,  2d, 

67 

7 

12 

Heart  Disease,  . 

tc 

24, 

Maria  Fogg, 

34 

9 

16 

-  — 

Randolph. 

29, 

Clara  Lizziette  Hunt, 

17 

1 

25 

Consumption,  . 

Weymouth. 

19, 

Lydia  C.  Trufant, 

22 

10 

it  u 

N.  Carolina. 

6, 

Emily  Torrey,  . 

29 

4 

1 

Ulceration  of  the  Stomach, 

Weymouth. 

24, 

Walter  A.  Gammons, 

1 

5 

1 

Croup,  .... 

Manstteld. 

Feb.  1, 

Harry  Wendall  Rogers,  . 

- 

- 

9 

Cholera  Infantum,  . 

ii 

8, 

- Lydia  Case, 

36 

4 

— 

Consumption,  . 

Warebam. 

2 

Wilson  Raymond,  . 

- 

2 

13 

Thrush,  .... 

Weymouth. 

o 

Susan  L.  Pray,  . 

47 

- 

15 

Consumption,  . 

it 

8, 

Sarah  M.  Hunt, 

28 

— 

— 

Canker,  .... 

ti 

5, 

Jonathan  Pratt, 

28 

8 

— 

Consumption,  . 

ii 

11. 

John  Long, 

3 

_ 

26 

Croup,  .... 

Braintree. 

10, 

Elizabeth  A.  Whitten, 

24 

— 

7 

Consumption,  . 

Weymouth. 

18, 

Angie  B.  Dyer, . 

1 

1 

8 

Dropsy  on  the  Brain, 

ii 

20, 

Mary  B.  Cushing, 

16 

8 

— 

Lung  and  Typhoid  Fever, 

Boston. 

23, 

Frank  H.  Phillip, 

2 

— 

7 

Dropsy,  .... 

Weymouth. 

28, 

Elizabeth  T.  Tower, 

1 

1 

_ 

Marasmus  in  Bowels, 

Hanover. 

Mar.  4, 

Eliza  F.  McHugh,  . 

- 

2 

21 

Erysipelas, 

Weymouth. 

7, 

Hannah  French, 

56 

11 

18 

Consumption,  . 

Hingham. 

7, 

John  Dowd, 

1 

— 

14 

Influenza, .... 

Quincy. 

7, 

Cordelia  R.  Tirrell,  . 

21 

11 

25 

Consumption,  . 

Hebron,  Me. 

15, 

Irene  F.  Loud,  . 

30 

1 

16 

(1  ti  • 

Bridgewater. 

24, 

Elmer  B.  Dunn, 

1 

— 

14 

Purpuras,  .... 

Weymouth. 

22, 

A.  Somerlield  Robinson,  . 

12 

— 

6 

Dropsy  on  Brain, 

Scituate. 

28, 

Margaret  C.  Condrick,  . 

- 

10 

8 

Whooping  Cough,  . 

Weymouth. 

21, 

Frank  S.  Stevens,  . 

- 

— 

21 

Fit, . 

ii 

15, 

Charles  C.  Nash, 

27 

— 

23 

Consumption,  . 

it 

31, 

William  P.  Lewis,  . 

1 

3 

10 

Croup . 

ii 

April  18, 

Emelius  S.  Pratt, 

27 

10 

— 

Consumption,  . 

Hingham. 

16, 

Hannah  M.  Nash,  . 

21 

10 

5 

Liver  Complaint, 

Weymouth. 

May  30, 

Leander  W.  Thayer, 

21 

1 

15 

Rheumatism,  . 

»i 

22, 

Lucy  M.  Vinal, . 

- 

9 

29 

Scarlet  Fever,  . 

ii 

26, 

Mary  J.  Clark, . 

- 

7 

28 

Dropsy  on  Brain, 

ii 

13, 

Lucy  A.  Burrell, 

29 

— 

5 

Consumption,  . 

Wat’rv’e.Me. 

24, 

Allie  Derby, 

- 

- 

8 

Fit, . 

Weymouth. 

12, 

Helena  J.  Greenwood, 

2 

— 

— 

Tliroatale, 

ti 

24, 

James  P.  Luttea, 

13 

11 

- 

Lockjaw,  .... 

Scotland. 

16, 

Josiah  L.  Copeland, . 

25 

6 

- 

Consumption,  . 

Weymouth. 

19, 

John  Sisk, 

23 

— 

— 

ii  it 

•  •  • 

Ireland. 

17, 

Sarah  Ann  Waters,  . 

28 

8 

19 

it  i< 

Weymouth. 

23, 

William  Loud,  . 

95 

1 

8 

Old  Age,  .... 

ti 

June  3, 

Micah  Lovell,  . 

61 

2 

2 

Paralysis,  .... 

if 

15, 

James  A.  Elms, 

1 

6 

13 

Consumption,  . 

ti 

16, 

Margaret  Cohen, 

o 

JJ 

1 

- 

Fit,  .  .  .  [Boston. 

it 

7, 

Severas  Richards,  . 

34 

6 

- 

Fit,  died  in  Insane  Hos.,  S. 

ii 

7, 

Jfizra  Reed, 

71 

— 

10 

Heart  Disease, . 

ii 

29, 

Ackley  Ware,  . 

50 

- 

- 

Consumption,  . 

Middlefleld. 

20, 

Nancy  Reed,  . 

57 

1 

8 

Cancer . 

Weymouth. 

July  21, 

Daniel  S.  Lovell 

29 

3 

10 

Disease  of  Heart, 

it 

10, 

Isaac  French,  . 

67 

- 

7 

Consumption,  . 

it 

25, 

Isabel  Briggs,  . 

— 

20 

Cholera  Infantum,  . 

it 

27, 

Sarah  F.  Hollis, 

6 

— 

21 

Throatale, 

ti 

30. 

Emily  L.  Loud, . 

26 

10 

20 

Consumption,  . 

i  i 

19, 

Laura  Maria  Nash,  . 

- 

6 

15 

Abscess,  .... 

ti 

18, 

Ida  Frances  Orcutt, . 

- 

5 

24 

Teething,  ..." 

ii 

7,  1 

Alvah  Thompson,  . 

3 

4 

29 

Throatale, 

ti 

L 

Jabez  Franklin  Thompson, 

1 

5 

10 

it  > 

Halifax. 

3, 

Jerusha  Joy, 

84 

2 

24 

Old  Age,  .... 

Braintree. 

29 


Deaths  in  Weymouth — Continued. 


Date. 

NAMES. 

Years. 

> 

Months.  Q 

ts 

Days. 

Disease. 

Where  Born. 

Aug.  8, 

Thomas  Hill,  . 

65 

3 

12 

Paralytic  Fit,  . 

Charlestown 

17, 

Frederic  P.  Barrows, 

— 

4 

8 

Cholera  Infantum,  . 

Weymouth. 

12, 

William  L.  Haskins, 

2 

2 

— 

Disorder  in  Head,  . 

“  [H. 

23, 

Jane  S.  Loud.  . 

32 

— 

10 

Canker,  .... 

Lampter,  N. 

6, 

Ella  J.  Burrell, . 

1 

11 

— 

Humor . 

Weymouth. 

31, 

Willie  A.  Harlow,  . 

— 

6 

24 

Cholera  Infantum,  . 

ii 

31, 

Mary  A.  Russell, 

2 

- 

2 

Scarlet  Fever,  . 

it 

IB, 

William  N.  Dizer,  . 

18 

7 

24 

Inflammation,  . 

it 

Q 

*•» 

Stephen  Ford,  . 

- 

2 

- 

Heart  Disease,  . 

it 

27, 

Harris  E.  Rogers,  . 

— 

3 

22 

Cholera  Infantum,  . 

it 

14, 

Margaret  Dowd, 

4 

6 

- 

Influenza, .... 

Quincy. 

15, 

Elizabeth  P.  Farrar, 

- 

3 

18 

Canker,  .... 

M  eymouth. 

3, 

James  McGwin, 

1 

4 

- 

Consumption,  . 

it 

9, 

Robert  F.  Porter, 

- 

7 

9 

Cholera  Infantum,  . 

ii 

25, 

Elizabeth  H.  Richards,  . 

— 

3 

— 

U  44 

4  i 

14, 

Emma  W.  Rhines,  . 

16 

9 

2 

Consumption,  . 

it 

12, 

Arthur  Tirrell,  . 

- 

4 

4 

Cholera  Infantum,  . 

H 

29, 

William  Whelan, 

- 

3 

2l 

Cholera  Morbus, 

it 

21, 

Theodore  Waters,  . 

- 

4 

u  it 

it 

Sept.  29, 

Samuel  W.  B'rench,  . 

4 

7 

13 

Killed,  .... 

it 

5, 

Sarah  E.  Main  . 

18 

7 

16 

Consumption,  . 

Townsend. 

4, 

Jennie  A.  Loud, 

- 

1 

5 

Canker . 

Weymouth. 

16, 

Ozin  P.  Lathrop, 

- 

9 

23 

Bowel  Complaint,  . 

4 1 

9, 

Addie  M.  Tirrell, 

3 

4 

6 

Fit, . 

44 

29, 

John  P.  Makepeace, . 

- 

6 

16 

Consumption,  . 

it 

12, 

Mrs.  —  Pratt,  . 

89 

4 

Old  Age,  died  in  Poor  Ho. 

- 

7, 

Mary  Capen,  . 

63 

11 

15 

Cancer,  .... 

Stoughton. 

13, 

Mary  J.  Tracy, . 

- 

- 

5 

Infantum, .... 

Weymouth. 

11, 

Arthur  H.  Trufant,  . 

- 

- 

28 

Cholera  Infantum,  . 

44 

Oct.  11, 

Charlotte  M.  Phillip. 

5 

6 

Consumption,  . 

ii 

4, 

Bridget  Connell, 

5 

10 

_ 

Fit, . 

ii 

8, 

William  E.  Shea, 

— 

7 

Inflammation,  . 

44 

22, 

Thomas  Green, 

59 

- 

_ 

General  Debility, 'i  Died 

-  - 

24, 

Flavius  Hayden, 

26 

- 

— 

Burned  to  Death,  >in  Poor 

Weymouth. 

24, 

Edmund  Tirrell, 

41 

- 

__ 

“  “  “  j  House. 

44 

12, 

John  S.  Barrett, 

43 

7 

— 

Heart  Disease,  . 

Vermont. 

6, 

- Groves, 

- 

- 

1 

Influenza, .... 

Weymouth. 

25, 

Mary  Cusack  Hill,  . 

9 

5 

1 

Consumption,  . 

- 

30, 

Walter  Holbrook, 

19 

2 

20 

ii 

Weymouth. 

'  16, 

Charlotte  Hunt. 

71 

8 

— 

Paralysis . 

ii 

Nov.  28, 

Lucy  T.  Orcutt, 

47 

8 

— 

Consumption,  . 

Mansfield. 

20,  1 

Amos  S.  Newton, 

35 

4 

— 

it 

Braintree. 

12, 

Joseph  Vinson, 

32 

11 

9 

ii 

Weymouth. 

20, 

Catharine  J.  Farrar, 

23 

10 

2 

ii 

Middleboro. 

Dec.  30, 

Abiah  W .  Salisbury, 

76 

7 

— 

it 

Braintree. 

24, 

Lucinda  Tirrell, 

48 

3 

21 

Dropsy,  .... 

Weymouth. 

19, 

Mary  Wildes,  . 

86 

8 

- 

Old  Age,  .... 

44 

15, 

William  W.  Pratt,  . 

31 

5 

- 

Consumption,  . 

44 

9, 

Charles  F.  Boynton, 

- 

6 

3 

Liver  Disease,  . 

41 

14, 

Nancy  Thayer, . 

32 

3 

Child  Birth, 

Gloucester. 

8, 

Maria  Hollis,  . 

15 

6 

Throatale, 

Weymouth. 

16, 

Elizabeth  J.  Tirrell. 

4 

10 

Scarlet  Fever,  . 

Randolph. 

30 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  WEYMOUTH, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1860. 


Z .  L.  Bicknell, 

Selectmen. 

James  Humphrey, 

Town  Clerk. 

E.  Granville  Pratt. 

Oran  White. 

Treasurer . 

Gilman  Burrell. 

Lemuel  Torrey, 

Overseers  of  the  Poor. 
James  Tirrell, 

Samuel  Curtis. 

Elbridge  G.  Hunt, 

Assessors. 

Josiah  Q.  Torrey, 

Francis  B.  Bates. 

School 

Committee  for  Three 

Years 

Bev.  James  P.  Terry,  Atherton  N.  Hunt, 

Bev.  S.  L.  Bockwood,  Stephen  Cain. 


School  Committee  for  Two  Years. 

Daniel  Humphrey,  Benjamin  P.  White,  James  L.  Bates. 

School  Committee  for  One  Year. 

E.  Granville  Pratt,  Bev.  Levi  A.  Abbott,  Gilbert  Bates. 

Highway  Surveyors . 

Charles  Humphrey,  James  Tirrell,  Jason  Holbrook 

Lovell  Bicknell,  John  B.  H.  Williams. 

Constables. 

Geo.  W.  White,  Jr.,  B.  E.  Bobinson,  Wm.  Stoddard,  Jacob  N.  Bates. 

Surveyors  of  Wood,  Lumber ,  and  Hark. 

E.  S.  Beals,  B.  W.  Dowse,  J.  H.  Stoddard,  Is’c  L.  Blanchard, 
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Solomon  Lovell,  Leonard  Gardner,  John  Thomas,  Elias  Eichards, 

Lot  W.  Bicknell,  Jos’p.  D.  Gardner,  Franklin  Derby,  John  0.  Foye, 
Edwin  Pratt,  Jonathan  Trufant,Elon  Sherman,  M.  N.  Blanchard, 
Cyrus  Washburn, Eeuben  Loud,  Quincy  L.  Eeed,  T.  PI.  Humphrey, 

Z.  L.  Bicknell,  B.  F.  White,  Ira  Curtis,  Benj.  F.  Shaw, 

J.  E.  Eice,  Henry  Dyer,  AY.  P.  Sanborn,  Wm.  Eice, 

Francis  Eichards,  Alan’n  Holbrook, Edwin  Pratt,  Abner  W.  Paine, 
Henry  Hunt,  Jason  Pratt,  Haskel  Boynton,  Elipha’t  Loud, Jr., 
Jacob  Loud,  Minot  Holbrook,  George  S.  Baker,  Martin  Derby. 
Jonathan  Hunt,  AVm.  II.  Thomas,  Samuel  Curtis, 

Field  Drivers. 

AArm.  Blanchard,  Matthew  Pratt,  Eichard  Loud,  Henry  Sinclair, 
Ansil  Burrill,  Jr., Francis  Shaw,  Prince  E. Cushing, Benjamin  Orcutt, 

Warren  Dyer,  Jacob  Clapp,  Jacob  Lovell,  Sidney  0.  Tower, 
Joshua  Yinal,  M.  C.  Huntress,  David  Holbrook,  Clinton  F.  Pope, 
James  Lovell,  Henry  Cleverly,  Samuel  Shores,  Daniel  White, 
James  Totman,  Josiah  Copeland,  Benj.  AYhitman,  Thomas  B.  Porter, 
Edward  Cushing,  John  Q.  Bicknell, James  Eeed,  David  Pratt,  Jr., 
Andrus  Lane,  Enos  Eaymond,  Harr’n  G.  Tirrell, Thomas  Derby, 
Austin  Tirrell,  W.  B.  Tirrell,  Jesse  H.  Sprague, Ferdinand  Loud. 
John  Jordan,  Henry  Oliver,  Isaac  Binney, 

Samuel  Estes,  Charles  Gowell,  T.  A.  Kingman, 

Samuel  Tirrell,  E.  AY.  Yining,  Joshua  Holbrook, 

Tything  Men. 

Thomas  Bicknell,  Henry  Thomas,  Andrew  Gerry,  P.  H.  Cushing, 
Isaac  Lawrence,  E.  S.  Wright,  W.  B.  Coolidge,  James  Clapp, 

Geo.  E.  Porter,  Eben’r  Tirrell,  Asa  Holbrook,  John  Bates, 

Thos.  J.  Nash,  Nath’l  D.  Pratt,  Isaac  N.  Hollis, 

Fence  Viewers . 

Cottington  Nash,  Jacob  N.  Bates,  Daniel  Holbrook,  AYm.  Stoddard. 

Weigher  of  Vessels. 

Benjamin  Bates. 


Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures. 
George  W.  Pratt. 

Pound  Keeper. 

Francis  Tirrell. 

Collector  of  Taxes. 

Cotton  Bates. 


Warren  W.  Barker, 


Fire  Wards. 
James  Tirrell, 


D.  S.  Murray, 


B.  E.  Dwelley, 


Asa  Holbrook. 


Elias  Bicliards, 


Auditing  Committee. 
Boring  Tirrell, 


Lovell  Bicknell 


REPORT 


OF  THE 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  WEYMOUTH. 


The  School  Committee  of  the  town  of  Weymouth  respectfully 
submit  the  following  Report :  — 

Having  made,  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  such  general 
arrangements  for  the  schools  as  they  deemed  advisable,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  divided  among  themselves  their  particular  superintendence, 
assigning  to  the  member  residing  in  East  Weymouth  the  nine 
schools  in  the  1st,  3d,  and  10th  Districts;  to  the  member  residing 
at  Weymouth  Landing,  the  seven  schools,  in  the  2d,  4th,  and  9th 
Districts ;  the  supervision  of  the  North  Weymouth  High  School 
being  shared  between  these  two ;  and  to  the  member  residing  in 
South  Weymouth,  the  twelve  schools  including  the  High  School 
in  that  part  of  the  town.  Their  several  reports  of  the  schools 
under  their  particular  supervision  have  been  adopted  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  and  arranged  in  the  following  order,  as  a  part  of  their 
general  report. 

NORTH  WEYMOUTH  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

In  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  town,  at  its  last  annual 
'  meeting,  a  new  High  School  was  established,  as  soon  as  practica¬ 
ble,  in  the  South  Parish,  and  the  one  already  in  successful  opera¬ 
tion  was  removed  to  the  northern  section  of  the  town,  to  be  known 
henceforth  as  the  North  Weymouth  High  School. 
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Of  this  school,  its  condition,  labors,  and  achievements,  during 
the  past  year,  we  will  first  speak. 

Although  located  in  a  new  place,  and  having  new  surroundings, 
yet  retaining  its  able  and  efficient  teachers,  Mr.  W.  K.  Fletcher, 
and  Miss  B.  Y.  Humphrey,  together  with  a  large  portion  of  its  scho¬ 
lars,  it  has  been  essentially  the  same  school  that  it  was  the  year 
before.  It  is  believed  also  that  it  has  suffered  no  material  injury 
by  its  transplantation ;  hut,  under  the  fostering  care  of  devoted 
friends,  it  has  fully  sustained  its  former  well-earned  reputation ; 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  has  exhibited  a  more  marked 
proficiency  in  the  several  studies  pursued,  and  reached  a  higher 
degree  of  excellence  than  ever  before. 

The  first  term  of  the  school  opened  March  28th,  and  continued 
18  weeks.  The  number  of  scholars  admitted  was  62,  and  the 
average  attendance  for  the  term,  56. 

It  was,  of  course,  impossible  for  the  Principal  alone,  even  with 
his  large  experience  and  rare  tact  as  a  teacher,  to  do  justice  to  a 
school  of  so  many  scholars  and  classes,  and  it  was,  therefore,  ab¬ 
solutely  necessary  to  employ  an  assistant  teacher. 

Unfortunately,  several  scholars  left  the  school  in  the  early  part 
of  the  term,  some  by  reason  of  sickness,  and  others  in  consequence 
of  leaving  town.  But  while  the  number  in  school  and  the  average 
attendance  was  thus  reduced,  the  number  of  classes,  and  the 
amount  of  labor  to  he  performed,  remained  about  the  same. 

The  school  has  been  frequently  visited  by  the  Committee,  and 
its  condition  and  tendencies  have  always  given  them  the  highest 
satisfaction.  The  order  of  the  school  has  been  perfect,  —  the 
system  of  instruction  unusually  critical  and  thorough,  —  going 
down  to  the  foundation  of  principles  and  things,  and  the  recita¬ 
tions  narrowly  watched  and  keenly  criticised  by  the  scholars  them¬ 
selves,  as  well  as  the  teachers,  have  generally  been  of  a  high 
order  of  excellence. 

The  principal  studies  to  which  attention  has  been  given  during 
the  term,  and  the  number  in  each,  has  been  as  follows,  viz. :  —  In 
Beading  and  Spelling,  the  whole  school ;  in  Arithmetic,  32 ;  Al¬ 
gebra,  40 ;  Natural  Philosophy,  6 ;  Intellectual  Philosophy,  5  ; 
Book-keeping,  5 ;  Geometry,  3 ;  Physical  Geography,  10 ;  Eng¬ 
lish  Grammar  and  Analysis,  45 ;  Latin,  35 ;  French,  10 ;  and 
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Greek,  3 ;  together  with  regular  weekly  exercises,  either  in  de¬ 
clamations  or  in  reading  compositions. 

In  summing  up  the  amount  and  quality  of  the  labor  performed 
in  the  school  this  term,  we  feel  assured  that  the  teachers  must 
have  been  faithful  to  their  trust,  and  unremitting  in  their  exer¬ 
tions  to  secure  the  progress  of  their  pupils ;  and  that  they,  in 
turn,  must  have  co-operated  with  the  teachers  in  the  attainment 
of  the  beneficent  objects  of  the  school.  And  the  results  of  their 
combined  efforts  were  such  as  fairly  to  entitle  the  school  to  the 
encomium  bestowed  upon  it  by  a  lecturer  on  education,  in  a  distant 
State,  viz. — a  model  school. 

The  examination  at  the  close  of  the  term  was  patient,  critical, 
and  thorough,  and  was  most  admirably  sustained  by  the  pupils, 
eliciting  warm  commendations  from  the  Committee,  and,  as  far  as 
we  know,  giving  satisfaction  to  the  large  number  of  visitors 
present. 

The  second  term  of  the  school  commenced  Aug.  29th,  and  con¬ 
tinued  six  months.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  49  ;  average  at¬ 
tendance,  44. 

The  studies  pursued  need  not  be  repeated  here,  as  they  were 
essentially  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  term,  with  the  addition 
of  Surveying  and  Trigonometry. 

It  is  enough  to  say  in  commendation  of  the  school  this  term, 
that,  if  possible,  its  standard  of  excellence  was  raised ;  its  aims 
and  achievements  were  higher  than  ever  before ;  and  certainly,  it 
has  always  exhibited  in  its  routine  of  daily  labor,  that  life  and 
enthusiasm,  that  generous  and  healthful  emulation,  which  are 
sure  indications  of  an  earnest  spirit  and  of  complete  success. 

The  exercises  at  the  closing  examination,  occupying  a  full  day 
and  a  half,  were  of  a  high  order  of  excellence ;  manifesting,  on 
the  part  of  the  pupils,  an  ability  to  grapple  with,  and  master  dif¬ 
ficulties  ;  a  breadth  and  maturity  of  scholarship,  such  as  are 
rarely  seen  even  in  schools  of  this  grade.  It  was  beyond  question 
the  best  exhibition  ever  witnessed  in  this  school,  and  this  is  say¬ 
ing  a  great  deal,  when  they  have  uniformly  been  of  so  high  a 
character. 

The  close  of  the  term  was  embittered  only  by  the  reflection 
that  the  pleasant  relations  so  long  existing  between  teachers  and 
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scholars,  were  then  to  cease,  and  the  strong  ties  which  hound  them 
together  were  then  to  he  sundered.  This  thought  occasioned  sad- 
ness  in  many  hearts,  and  suffused  with  tears  many  eyes. 

SOUTH  WEYMOUTH  HIGH  SCHOOL. 

The  town  having  voted,  at  its  annual  meeting  in  March  last,  to 
appropriate  $ 700  for  the  maintenance  of  a  High  School,  in  the  south 
part  of  the  town,  the  Committee  proceeded  to  carry  out  that  vote 
by  hiring  of  the  Universalist  Society  the  use  of  their  vestry  for  a 
school-room,  furnishing  it  with  suitable  desks  and  seats,  and  en¬ 
gaging  Mr.  Elbridge  Torrey  to  take  charge  of  the  school.  Know¬ 
ing  the  rare  qualifications  and  pretious  success  of  Mr.  Torrey  as  a 
teacher,  the  Committee  felt  confident  that  to  place  the  school 
under  his  care  was  to  insure  its  success. 

The  first  term  opened  May  9th,  and  continued  twelve  weeks. 
The  whole  number  of  scholars  was  47  ;  and  the  average  attend¬ 
ance  46. 

Mr.  Torrey  brought  to  the  instruction  of  his  classes  much  ex¬ 
perience,  a  peculiar  tact  to  awaken  in  his  pupils  an  interest  in 
study,  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  branches  taught.  Ener¬ 
getic  himself,  he  infused,  in  a  remarkable  degree,  life  and  enthu¬ 
siasm  into  his  scholars.  His  instruction  was  critical  and  thorough, 
extending  beyond  rules  and  formulas  to  the  principles  which 
underlie  them.  The  ordinary  recitations,  when  heard  by  the 
Committee,  gave  evidence  of  interest  and  industry  on  the  part 
of  the  pupils,  and  of  fidelity  on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  The 
order  was  uniformly  good,  and  was  secured  without  any  apparent 
effort.  The  teacher  and  the  scholars  appeared  to  feel  a  common 
interest  in  the  success  of  the  school. 

The  examination,  at  the  end  of  twelve  weeks,  was  witnessed  by 
a  large  number.  The  several  classes  acquitted  themselves  in  an 
admirable  manner.  There  was  not  a  decided  failure  throughout 
the  examination,  which  continued  through  the  day.  Much  had 
been  anticipated,  but  the  anticipations  of  the  most  sanguine  were 
more  than  realized.  The  examination  was  a  perfect  success  —  a 
triumph. 

The  second  term  commenced  September  utli,  and  continued  24 


weeks.  The  whole  number  of  scholars  being  42  ;  and.  the  average 
attendance  41.  There  were  sixteen  classes,  exclusive  of  the  exer¬ 
cises  in  reading,  spelling,  composition,  and  declamation.  It  seems 
hardly  possible  for  one  teacher,  without  an  assistant,  to  instruct 
so  many  classes  with  any  degree  of  thoroughness ;  yet  the  Com¬ 
mittee  are  satisfied  that  instruction  of  the  most  thorough  kind 


was  given  to  each  of  these  classes.  The  teacher  was  clear  and 
fall  in  his  exposition  of  principles ;  the  scholars  applied  them¬ 
selves  with  uncommon  zeal  and  diligence  to  their  several  studies. 
Their  entire  deportment  was  characterized  by  the  utmost  proprie¬ 
ty.  The  relations  between  teacher  and  pupils  were  of  the  most 
gratifying  character.  Mr.  Torrey  secured  in  an  unusual  degree 
the  good-will  and  confidence  of  his  school. 

The  closing  examination  brought  together  a  large  number  from 
different  parts  of  the  town,  who  listened  with  interest  to  the  seve¬ 
ral  exercises.  These  were  conducted  under  the  direction  of  the 
Committee,  and  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  examination  was  seen 
to  be  a  fair  test  of  the  pupils’  knowledge  of  the  ground  they  had 
gone  over.  Ail  the  performances  were  of  a  highly  satisfactory 
character ;  most  of  them  were  of  unusual  excellence ;  some,  par¬ 
ticularly  those  in  Philosophy  and  Geometry,  were  of  the  highest 
order  of  excellence.  Two  of  the  scholars  gained  for  themselves 
distinguished  credit  by  their  original  demonstrations.  The  classes 
in  Arithmetic  did  more  than  perform  problems  and  recite  rules,  — 
they  gave  reasons  for  the  rules. 


The  recitations  in  Latin  gave  evidence  of  critical  and  thorough 
instruction.  It  was  manifest  to  all  present  that  the  teacher  had 
been  devoted  to  the  interests  of  his  school,  and  that  the  pupils 
had  been  industrious  and  faithful.  Those  interested  in  the  success 
of  the  school  were  abundantly  satisfied  with  the  examination.  It 
more  than  met  the  high  anticipation,  founded  upon  the  success 
of  the  previous  term. 

There  were  during  this  term  28  scholars  in  Arithmetic;  25  in 
Algebra;  9  in  Geometry  ;  2  in  Trigonometry;  4  in  Natural  Phi¬ 
losophy;  12  in  Physical  Geography;  38  in  Analysis  and  Parsing; 
4  in  Intellectual  Philosophy;  18  in  Latin,  including  classes  in 
Latin  Leader,  Cicero,  and  Virgil. 

The  average  attendance  through  the  year  was  about  98  per 
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cent,  and  would  have  been  99J,  had  there  been  no  absence  on 
account  of  sickness. 

This  school  was  established  as  an  experiment.  No  experiment 
was  ever  more  successful.  It  may  therefore  be  presumed  that 
the  South  Weymouth  High  School  is  to  be  henceforth  a  permanent 
institution. 


First  District.  —  Grammar  Department  —  Confident  of  the 
ability  of  Miss  J.  Frances  Yining,  as  an  able  and  skilfull  teacher, 
who  has  had  charge  of  this  school  for  several  consecutive  terms, 
the  Committee  advised,  that  she  be  retained,  if  possible ;  thus 
affording  the  school  the  advantage  of  the  same  uniform  system  of 
instruction. 

Under  her  management,  the  school  commenced  March  28th. 
The  order  of  the  school  has  invariably  given  the  most  entire  satis¬ 
faction.  The  appearance  of  the  room  has  been  inviting,  tasteful, 
and  home-like. 

The  pupils  have  exhibited  much  respect  for  their  teacher,  and  a 
tender  interest  in  each  other. 

At  our  several  visitations,  the  recitations  were  animated,  and, 
in  the  main,  quite  accurate.  Particular  attention  has  been  given 
to  reading  and  spelling,  together  with  the  rules  and  definitions. 

The  classes  in  Mathematics,  Geography,  and  Grammar,  gave 
evidence,  at  the  examinations,  of  thoroughness  and  commendable 
proficiency. 

Summer  term,  eighteen  weeks.  Whole  number  of  scholars, 
42.  Average  attendance,  36  and  a  fraction. 

Winter  term,  twenty  weeks.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  41. 
Average  attendance,  33. 


Intermediate  School. — Summer  Term. — This  school  was  assigned 
to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Loud,  whose  previous  success,  for  several  terms 
in  the  Primary  School,  had  earned  her  the  reputation  of  an  excel¬ 
lent  teacher,  and  which  was  fully  sustained  in  her  management 
of  this  higher  department  of  instruction. 

She  succeeded  in  correcting  many  errors,  into  which  the  school 
had  lapsed. 
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Order,  animation,  and  industry  soon  became  the  welcome  cha¬ 
racteristics  of  this  school-room. 

The  examination  gave  delightful  evidence  of  a  term  of  pro¬ 
ficiency. 

Length  of  term,  eighteen  weeks.  Whole  number  of  scholars, 
41.  Average  attendance,  34  and  a  fraction. 

Winter  Term.  —  Miss  Loud  having  declined  a  re-election  as 
teacher  of  this  department,  it  was  given  in  charge  to  Miss  Abbie 
E.  Vining,  of  Randolph,  promoted  from  the  Primary.  The  school 
could  not  well  have  been  entrusted  to  better  hands. 

Endowed  with  an  amiable  and  affectionate  disposition,  she  early 
gained  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  her  pupils,  while  her  scho¬ 
larly  attainments,  and  aptness  for  teaching,  admirably  fitted  her 
for  the  post  to  which  she  was  called. 

Many  of  the  classes  were  thoroughly  drilled  in  the  elementary 
sounds  and  rules ;  and  the  closing  exercises  were  peculiarly  grati¬ 
fying  to  the  Committee  and  visiting  friends. 

Miss  Vining  leaves  the  school  with  the  best  wishes  of  both 
parents  and  pupils. 

Length  of  term,  twenty  weeks.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  41. 
Average  attendance,  36. 

Primary  School.  —  Summer  Term.  —  Miss  Abbie  E.  Vining,  of 
whom  mention  has  been  made  in  another  department,  was  secured 
as  teacher  for  this  school.  Possessing  largely  those  qualities 
requisite  to  a  good  primary  teacher,  her  connection  with  this  school 
was  one  of  marked  success. 

She  was  painstaking  and  critical  in  the  formation  of  correct 
habits. 

The  distinctness  in  reading,  and  accuracy  in  pronunciation,  wit¬ 
nessed  at  the  examination,  in  the  different  exercises,  reflected 
much  credit  upon  her  method  of  teaching. 

Length  of  term,  eighteen  weeks.  Whole  number  of  scholars, 
47.  Average  attendance,  38  and  a  fraction. 

Winter  Term. — For  this  term  Miss  Lois  B.  Vinino;  was  e  imaged 
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as  teacher.  Considering  this  was  her  first  attempt,  she  was  by  no 
means  unsuccessful.  The  first  few  weeks  of  labor  showed  a  want 
of  experience,  and  induced  her  to  doubt  of  success. 
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But,  ambitious  of  meeting  the  expectations  of  the  Committee, 
patient  in  the  discharge  of  onerous  duties,  ready  to  receive  and 
profit  by  the  suggestions  of  those  interested  in  the  progress  of 
the  school,  evidence  was  soon  furnished  of  improvement  in  the 
method  of  instruction  adopted,  and  advancement  of  the  pupils. 

Notwithstanding  very  little  time  was  afforded  them  for  review 
(on  account  of  sickness  of  teacher),  the  examination  was  highly 
creditable. 

Length  of  term,  seventeen  weeks.  Whole  number  of  scholars, 
45.  Average  attendance,  37  and  a  fraction. 

Second  District.  — Summer  Term. —  Length  of  school,  twenty- 
five  weeks.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  50.  Average  attendance, 
38. 

This  school  was  again  placed  in  charge  of  Miss  Eliza  French, 
of  whom  such  favorable  mention  has  been  made  in  our  previous 
reports.  The  relations  subsisting  between  the  teacher  and  her 
pupils  continued  to  be  of  the  most  pleasant  and  profitable  charac¬ 
ter,  enabling  the  former  to  accomplish  a  good  work  for  the  intel¬ 
lectual  and  moral  culture  of  the  latter. 

The  order  of  the  school,  as  usual,  was  good  ;  the  interest  of  the 
scholars  in  their  studies,  and  their  proficiency  therein,  were  fair, 
and  the  several  exercises,  at  the  closing  examination,  of  a  praise¬ 
worthy  character. 

Winter  Term.  —  The  school  this  term,  or  at  least  the  first  part 
of  it,  was  less  fortunate  and  successful  than  the  preceding.  It 
commenced  under  favorable  auspices,  and  continued  some  seven  or 
eight  weeks,  when  the  teacher,  Miss  French,  felt  obliged  to  sus¬ 
pend  the  school,  on  account  of  severe  sickness  in  her  family :  and, 
on  going  into  school  again,  after  a  short  recess,  she,  herself,  was 
soon  taken  sick  and  obliged  to  leave  for  the  term. 

Being  unable  to  secure,  at  once,  a  suitable  teacher  to  take  her 
place,  the  school  was  again  suspended  for  some  weeks.  At  length, 
Mrs.  IX.  F.  Woodman,  whose  labors  had  been  attended  with  great 
success  in  another  part  of  the  town,  was  put  into  the  school  for 
six  weeks.  The  school  is  still  in  progress ;  and,  from  the  known 
efficiency  and  thoroughness  of  the  teacher,  the  most  favorable  re. 
suits  are  anticipated. 
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Third  District. — Grammar  School. — Miss  Susan  J.  F.  Pratt, 
teacher. 

This  school  has  held  a  very  high  rank  among  the  Grammar 
Schools  of  the  town  for  several  years  past,  and  under  its  present 
very  efficient  teacher,  fully  sustains  the  high  character  that  has 
been  so  justly  awarded  to  it. 

As  a  disciplinarian,  she  stands  preeminently  high,  enforcing 
order  and  obedience  quietly  and  with  but  little  apparent  effort ; 
and  at  the  same  time  thoroughly  vital,  with  no  undue  severity. 

Being  a  good  scholar,  the  instruction  which  her  pupils  re¬ 
ceived  was  of  a  very  high  order.  Her  habits  of  thought  and 
action,  are  accurate  and  energetic ;  and  these  qualities  have 
been  largely  imparted  to  the  school. 

A  gratifying  moral  and  intellectual  influence  was  manifestly 
extending  itself  throughout  the  department.  Thus,  by  her 
admirable  tact,  unceasing  labors,  and  extra  exertions,  the 
progress  of  the  scholars  has  been  in  every  particular  most 
satisfactory. 

The  classes  generally,  showed  the  quality  of  the  labor  that 
had  been  bestowed,  and  were  justly  entitled  to  commendation. 

At  the  close  of  the  school,  the  reading  and  spelling  by 
elements  and  dictation  exercises,  were  particularly  gratifying, 
and  are  seldom  surpassed. 

Mention  might  be  made  of  the  classes  in  the  Mathematics, 
Geography,  and  History,  as  presenting  a  fine  appearance. 

Summer  term,  twenty-one  weeks.  Whole  number  of  pupils, 
52.  Average  attendance,  40. 

Winter  term,  twenty-one  weeks. 

Whole  number  of  pupils,  55.  Average  attendance,  45  and 
a  fraction. 

Intermediate  School.  —  Miss  Mary  C.  Cowing,  teacher. 
This  school  has  been  under  the  care  of  the  same  teacher  for 
several  terms,  and  still  merits  the  commendation  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee. 
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This  school  is  composed  of  a  grade  of  pupils  that  demand 
no  limited  amount  of  labor  on  the  part  of  the  teacher. 

In  order  to  establish  and  maintain  good  government,  to  infuse 
spirit  and  animation  into  the  exercises  of  such  a  school,  a  teacher 
must  possess  rare  qualities ;  patient,  inventive,  possessing  an 
aptness  for  the  work. 

Should  the  present  relation  be  continued,  we  hope  the  teacher 
will  feel  the  importance  of  being  fully  prepared  for  this  post 
of  trust. 

The  government  of  a  school  is  decidedly  more  excellent, 
when  founded  on  affection,  than  on  oft-repeated  words  and 
unmeaning  threats. 

The  teacher  has  labored  hard,  and  encountered  many  diffi¬ 
culties.  Improvement  in  the  discipline  and  order,  has,  we 
think,  within  the  last  few  weeks,  been  quite  apparent. 

This  school  now  sustains  a  favorable  rank  among  the  schools 
of  this  grade. 

The  teacher  manifests  earnestness  and  activity,  in  the  per¬ 
formance  of  her  duties. 

The  closing  exercises  were  regarded  by  the  Committee  as 
worthy  of  commendation. 

Summer  term,  twenty-one  weeks.  Whole  number  of  pupils, 
57.  Average  attendance,  40  and  a  fraction. 

Winter  term,  twenty-one  weeks.  Whole  number  of  pupils, 
52.  Average  attendance,  43. 

Upper  Primary  Department. — Miss  Maria  L.  Bates,  teacher. 
Our  visits  to  this  school  have  been  frequent,  and  quite  satis¬ 
factory.  The  school  is  large  and  laborious,  nevertheless  the 
government  was  uniform  and  efficient. 

The  recitations  evinced  a  want  of  clearness  in  the  studies,  to 
which  the  attention  of  the  pupils  had  been  directed.  The 
relation  between  the  teacher  and  her  pupils  has  evidently  been 
one  of  tenderness  and  affection. 

In  the  several  exercises,  there'  was  manifested  from  time  to 
time,  the  result  of  continued  diligence  on  the  part  of  the 
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teacher;  and  had  she  been  inventive,  and  combined  the  oral 
system  of  teaching  with  that  of  the  text-books,  she  would  have 
been  more  successful. 

The  parents  and  friends  of  this  school,  have,  during  the  past 
year,  taken  a  lively  interest  in  its  welfare,  and  a  large  number 
were  present  at  the  examinations. 

Summer  term,  twenty-one  weeks.  Whole  number  of  pupils, 
58.  Average  attendance,  43. 

Winter  term,  twenty-one  weeks.  Whole  number  of  pupils, 
52.  Average  attendance,  44  and  a  fraction. 

Lower  Primary  Department. — At  the  commencement  of  the 
year,  this  school  was  under  the  charge  of  Miss  Marianna  Bates, 
of  Hingham,  who  left  at  the  close  of  the  Summer  term. 

It  is  but  due  to  state,  that  the  teacher,  having  no  experience, 
was  unsuccessful  in  securing  order  and  good  discipline,  until 
near  the  close  of  the  term ;  when,  in  this  particular,  there  was 
some  improvement. 

She  was  succeeded  by  Miss  Sarah  E.  Loud,  who  entered  the 
school,  promising  from  her  long  experience,  to  render  efficient 
aid. 

With  mildness  of  manner,  she  unites  firmness  and  decision — 
traits  of  great  excellence  in  any  instructor,  and  absolutely 
indispensable  to  success  here. 

There  was  evidently  much  improvement  in  the  appearance 
of  the  school.  Several  of  the  classes  in  the  Alphabet  at  the 
commencement  of  the  term,  read  quite  fluently  at  the  examina¬ 
tion,  and  only  a  few  in  their  letters. 

Summer  term,  twenty-one  weeks.  Whole  number  of  pupils, 
7G.  Average  attendance,  48  and  a  fraction. 

Winter  term,  twenty-one  weeks.  Whole  number  of  pupils, 
73.  Average  attendance,  40  and  a  fraction. 

Fourth  District.  —  Primary  Division.  —  Summer  Term.  — 
Length  of  term,  twenty-six  weeks.  Whole  number  of  scholars, 
78.  Average  attendance,  53. 
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It  is  sufficient  to  say,  in  approbation  of  this  school,  that  it 
was  taught  by  Miss  A.  M.  Webster,  who  has  rendered  so 
much  valuable  service  therein  in  years  past,  and  that  this 
was,  confessedly,  one  of  her  most  successful  terms.  The 
government  of  the  school  was  mild  and  equable,  and  uniformly 
excellent ;  and  the  teacher,  possessing  a  happy  tact  for  com¬ 
bining  oral  instructions  with  the  lessons  of  text  books,  suc¬ 
ceeded  admirably  in  keeping  up  the  interest  of  her  pupils, 
and  making  the  school-room  to  them  an  attractive  place  of 
resort.  It  is  true,  the  teacher  suffered  much  from  impaired 
health  during  the  term,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  school  did 
not  sustain  any  loss  thereby.  The  closing  examination  was 
very  satisfactory,  giving  evidence  of  unusual  aptness  to  teach, 
and  fidelity  on  the  part  of  the  instructor. 

White r  Term. — Length,  fourteen  weeks.  Whole  number  of 
scholars,  46.  Average  attendance,  38. 

By  the  promotion  of  Miss  Webster  to  the  Grammar  Depart¬ 
ment,  a  vacancy  occurred  in  this  school,  and  Miss  Mary  Proc¬ 
tor  was  selected  to  fill  the  same.  From  her  known  moral 
worth,  her  excellent  scholarship,  and  her  experience  in  teach¬ 
ing,  we  anticipated  the  most  favorable  results  from  her 
connection  with  the  school,  but  for  reasons  incomprehensible  to 
us,  our  anticipations  failed  in  part  to  be  realized.  Although 
the  teacher  appeared  to  be  conscientiously  devoted  to  her 
task,  and  desired  to  do  her  whole  duty,  yet  the  school  was  not 
at  any  time  carried  up  to  a  condition  entirely  satisfactory  to 
us,  either  as  respects  its  order,  or  its  systematic  and  thorough 
instruction. 

Grammar  Department. — Summer  Term. — Length,  twenty-six 
weeks.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  35.  Average  attendance,  30. 

This  school  was  taught  this  term  by  Miss  Lizzie  W.  John¬ 
son,  whose  experience  as  a  teacher  had  hitherto  been  in  a 
sister  State.  Securing,  at  the  outset,  the  confidence  and  love 
of  her  scholars  —  seeking  to  induce  them  to  do  right  for  its 
own  sake,  she  ruled  her  school  by  the  law  of  love,  and  with 
most  excellent  results.  Devoting  herself  with  unfaltering 
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fidelity  to  her  task,  she  infused  a  portion  of  her  own 
earnest  spirit  into  the  hearts  of  her  pupils ;  and  the  love  and 
interest  she  manifested  for  them,  were  well  repaid  by  the 
good  order  and  diligence  in  study  which  prevailed  in  her 
school. 

In  consequence  of  her  sickness,  her  school  was  closed  with¬ 
out  the  usual  examination. 

Winter  Term. — Fourteen  weeks  in  length.  Whole  number  of 
scholars,  41.  Average  attendance,  38.  The  school,  this  term, 
was  taught  by  Miss  A.  M.  Webster,  of  whom  mention  has 
already  been  made  in  connection  with  the  Primary  Depart¬ 
ment.  Bringing  to  her  charge  here  the  same  tact,  ability  and 
devotion  to  duty  which  characterized  her  efforts  in  the  lower 
school,  she  earned  and  achieved  a  gratifying  success.  Her 
school  always  appeared  orderly  and  industrious,  and,  as  might 
be  expected,  accomplished  a  good  amount  of  work.  Most  of 
the  exercises  at  the  closing  examination  were  of  a  high  order 
of  excellence,  and  received,  as  they  deserved,  the  commenda¬ 
tion  of  the  Committee. 

It  is  due  to  Miss  Webster,  who  has  gone  from  us  with  health, 
we  fear,  serious  impaired,  to  say  that  during  the  three  years  she 
has  been  in  our  schools,  she  has  shown  herself  a  conscientious, 
laborious,  and  successful  teacher,  and  that  her  labors  for  the 
development  and  culture  of  those  under  her  charge  have  given 
much  satisfaction  to  the  Committee  and  her  patrons  generally. 
May  a  kind  Providence  smile  upon  her,  granting  her  renewed 
health  and  strength,  and  continued  usefulness. 

Fifth  District. —  Grammar  Department. — Summer  Term. — 
Miss  H.  Maria  Mining,  teacher.  Length  of  term,  twenty-seven 
and  a  half  weeks.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  47 ;  average 
attendance,  34. 

As  Miss  Mining  had  had  no  experience  in  teaching,  and  as 
the  school  had  given  trouble  to  some  former  teachers,  the 
Committee  had  fears,  when  she  took  charge  of  it,  as  to  her 
ability  to  govern  it.  But  the  first  visit  sufficed  to  remove 
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these  fears,  she  having  succeeded  in  bringing  the  school  into 
a  satisfactory  state  of  order,  and  establishing  her  authority 
over  it.  This  authority  she  maintained  through  the  term, 
though  not  without  great  exertion.  She  was  as  thorough  in 
instruction,  as  she  was  efficient  in  discipline.  The  general 
appearance  of  the  school  was  satisfactory  to  the  Committee  at 
his  several  visits.  The  closing  examination  gave  evidence  of 
great  fidelity  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  and  of  much  appli¬ 
cation  on  the  part  of  the  scholars.  It  was  spoken  of  by  the 
Committee  in  terms  of  high  commendation. 

White?'  Term. — The  same  teacher.  Scholars,  55.  Average,  43. 

A  spirit  of  insubordination  was  manifested  by  a  few  boys, 
which  made  it  necessary  for  the  teacher  to  be  prompt  and  firm 
in  her  discipline.  This  may  account  in  part,  if  not  entirely, 
for  a  government  which  seemed  to  some  severely  rigid.  The 
general  appearance  of  the  school  was  satisfactory.  The 
teacher  was  wholly  devoted  to  its  interests,  and  the  pupils 
generally  were  industrious.  There  was  the  same  thoroughness 
of  instruction,  as  in  the  preceding  term.  The  closing  examina¬ 
tion  was  highly  commended.  Miss  Yining  is  one  of  our  most 
promising  teachers. 

Primary  Departmemt. — Summer  Term. — Miss  Elizabeth  Tor- 
rey,  teacher.  Length  of  term,  twenty-eight  weeks.  Scholars, 
72.  Average  attendance,  57. 

The  school  always  appeared  well  when  visited  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee.  The  order  was  perfect,  and  the  recitations  good. 
The  teacher  was  faithful,  and  the  scholars  were  well  disposed, 
quiet,  and  studious.  The  closing  examination  gave  great  satis¬ 
faction.  The  pupils  read  and  recited  distinctly,  as  well  as 
correctly. 

Winter  Term. — The  same  teacher.  Length  of  term,  twelve 
weeks.  Scholars,  60.  Average  attendance,  50. 

The  school  was  taught  with  the  same  ability  and  success  as 
in  the  preceding  term.  Miss  Torrey  succeeded  to  a  remark¬ 
able  degree  in  securing  the  good  will  and  confidence  of  her 
pupils.  The  closing  examination  was  highly  commended. 
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Sixth  District. — Grammar  Department. — Summer  Term. — 
Mr.  W.  F.  Sampson,  teacher.  Length  of  term,  twenty-nine 
weeks.  Scholars,  46.  Average  attendance,  31. 

The  school  was  in  a  good  state  when  Mr.  Sampson  took 
charge  of  it,  and  for  a  time  it  appeared  to  be  doing  well  under 
his  care.  He  was  familiar  with  the  studies  pursued,  and  gave 
thorough  instruction  in  them.  But  it  became  manifest,  later  in 
the  term,  that  the  discipline  was  not  sufficiently  thorough,  and 
that  the  scholars  were  losing  their  interest  in  study.  The 
teacher  received  kindly  the  suggestions  of  the  Committee,  and 
exerted  himself  to  remove  the  existing  evils,  and  with  partial 
success.  But  he  failed  to  secure  such  propriety  of  conduct 
and  attention  to  study  as  the  prosperity  of  the  school  required. 
The  closing  examination  was  not  satisfactory  to  the  Committee 
or  to  the  teacher. 

The  Winter  term  continued  fourteen  weeks.  Scholars,  58. 
Average  attendance,  49. 

The  teacher,  Mr.  C.  D.  Pratt,  succeeded,  with  much  effort,  in 
bringing  the  school  into  a  state  of  subordination,  and  in  awaken¬ 
ing  in  the  scholars  an  interest  in  study.  The  school  appeared 
to  be  doing  well  when  visited.  The  teacher  was  interested  and 
faithful,  and  the  pupils  generally  industrious.  The  school  was 
interrupted  near  the  close  by  the  measles,  which  prevented  a 
full  review  of  the  studies  of  the  term.  The  closing  examina¬ 
tion  gave  evidence  that  the  school  had  been  a  profitable  one. 
Although  some  of  the  exercises  were  deficient,  yet  many  were 
of  high  -excellence. 

Primary  Department. — Summer  Term. — Length,  thirty  weeks. 
Scholars,  74.  Average  attendance,  50. 

Length  of  Winter  term,  fourteen  weeks.  Scholars,  56. 
Average  attendance,  38. 

This  school  was  taught  through  the  year  by  Miss  Elizabeth 
White,  who  has  been  its  teacher  for  several  }rcars.  The  order 
of  the  school  was  generally  good,  and  the  scholars  seemed  to 
be  interested  in  their  studies.  The  closing  examination  of  the 
Summer  term  was  of  great  excellence.  The  exercises  at  the 
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close  of  the  Winter  term  were  not  equally  good,  which  may 
be  owing  to  the  interruption  of  the  school  by  the  measles. 
The  exercises  in  reading  and  spelling  were  excellent. 

Seventh  District. — Grammar  Department. — Summer  Term. 
Length,  twenty-four  weeks.  Whole  number,  46  ;  average,  35. 

This  school  was  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  H.  F.  Woodman, 
who  taught  it  so  satisfactorily  the  preceding  term.  He  exhib¬ 
ited  his  usual  efficiency  in  government  and  thoroughness  in 
instruction,  and  the  school  made  a  gratifying  progress  during 
the  term.  The  closing  examination  elicited  much  commendation. 

He  continued  in  charge  of  the  school  through  the  winter 
term,  which  was  twelve  weeks  in  length.  Whole  number  of 
scholars  fifty-nine,  average  forty-eight.  Good  order  was 
maintained.  Most  of  the  pupils  were  diligent  in  study.  The 
teacher  was  eminently  thorough  in  all  his  instructions,  giving 
to  his  scholars  a  rare  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted 
with  the  principles  and  ground  work  of  the  studies  pursued. 
That  most  of  them  improved  this  opportunity  was  manifest  at 
the  closing  examination,  which  was  one  of  great  excellence. 
This  school  suffered  from  the  prevailing  epidemic. 

Primary  Department. — Summer  Term.  —  Twenty-five  weeks. 
Whole  number,  52.  Average,  34. 

Winter  Term. — Eleven  weeks.  Whole  number,  58.  Aver¬ 
age,  37. 

Teacher,  through  both  terms,  Miss  Lucy  E.  Hunt.  Miss  Hunt 
conducted  the  school  in  the  same  faithful  and  satisfactory 
manner  as  in  the  preceding  year.  She  maintained  good  order, 
secured  the  good  will  of  her  pupils,  and  gave  them  thorough 
instruction.  The  closing  examination  of  each  term  was  satis¬ 
factory  to  the  Committee.  This  school  also  suffered  from  the 
measles  the  latter  part  of  the  winter  term. 

Branch  Primary  School. — In  accordance  with  the  vote  of 
the  District,  a  Primary  School  was  kept  in  the  summer,  in  the 
north  part  of  the  district.  It  was  entrusted  to  Miss  Melinda 
J.  Blanchard,  and  was  continued  twenty  weeks,  the  whole 
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number  of  scholars  being  forty-two,  and  the  average  atten¬ 
dance  thirty-three.  The  teacher  was  interested  in  her  school, 
and  spared  no  exertion  for  its  welfare.  Had  she  had  the  con¬ 
veniences  of  a  good  school  room,  she  might  have  succeeded 
better  in  maintaining  order  in  her  school,  and,  consequently, 
advancing  her  pupils  in  knowledge. 

Eighth  District. — Grammar  Department. — Summer  Term. — 
Length,  twenty-four  weeks.  Scholars,  51.  Average  attend¬ 
ance,  42. 

Winter  Term. — Ten  weeks.  Scholars,  49.  Average,  42. 

This  school  was  in  charge,  during  the  year,  of  Miss  Susan 
M.  Torrey,  of  whose  success  in  other  schools  the  Committee 
have  spoken  in  former  reports.  The  appearance  of  the  school 
when  visited  was  highly  satisfactory.  The  teacher  was  mild, 
yet  efficient  in  discipline,  and  thorough  in  instruction.  The 
scholars  were  orderly  and  industrious ;  and,  generally,  their 
recitations  were  good.  The  closing  examination  of  each  term 
was  highly  commended. 

Pi  imary  Department. — Summer  Term. — Length,  twenty-four 
weeks.  Scholars,  65.  Average,  42. 

Winter  Term. — Ten  weeks.  Scholars,  55.  Average,  35. 

Miss  Lydia  A.  Paddock  taught  the  school  through  the  year. 
She  has  much  tact  to  interest  children,  and  her  scholars  made 
great  proficiency  under  her  instruction.  The  Committee  were 
pleased  with  the  exercises  at  each  of  the  closing  examinations. 
The  pupils  generally  spoke  distinctly  and  with  animation. 

Randolph  Street  School. — Summer  Term. — Length,  twenty 
weeks.  Scholars,  59.  Average,  45. 

Miss  Henrietta  A.  Fuller,  teacher.  The  school  appeared  well 
when  visited.  The  pupils  were  orderly,  and  most  of  them 
studious ;  some  of  them  were  exceedingly  interested  in  their 
studies.  The  closing  examination,  though  not  free  from  im¬ 
perfections,  was  yet  creditable  to  the  teacher  and  scholars. 
Some  of  the  pupils  had  made  very  commendable  progress. 

Winter  Term. — Length,  twelve  weeks.  Scholars,  45.  Average, 
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39.  The  teacher,  Mr.  J.  French,  having  had  many  years’  ex¬ 
perience  in  teaching,  much  was  expected  of  him.  His  mode 
of  instruction,  however,  being  somewhat  different  from  that  to 
which  the  scholars  had  been  accustomed,  and  the  term  being 
short,  the  progress  of  the  school  was  not  great.  The  teacher 
aimed  to  improve  his  pupils  morally  as  well  as  intellectually, 
and  there  is  reason  to  think  that,  in  this  respect,  he  accom¬ 
plished  a  good  work.  But  it  did  not  appear  at  the  closing 
» 

examination  that  the  scholars  had  advanced  much  in  their 
studies. 

Ninth  District. — Lower  Primary  Division . — Length  of  first 
term,  twenty-seven  weeks.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  84. 
Average  attendance,  61. 

Length  of  second  term,  fourteen  weeks.  Whole  number  of 
scholars,  52.  Average  attendance,  35. 

This  school  has  been  taught  another  year  by  Miss  Sarah  A. 
White,  the  young  lady  who  managed  it  so  efficiently  last  year. 
Her  first  term  this  year  was  even  more  successful  than  the 
preceding  terms,  and  notwithstanding  her  school  was  so  large, 
and  composed  of  children  of  a  tender  age,  it  always  appeared 
well,  and  the  little  ones  seemed  to  be  commencing  aright  the 
acquisition  of  knowledge. 

At  the  closing  examination,  the  pupils  made  a  fine  appear¬ 
ance  ;  reading  and  spelling  quite  well  for  beginners,  practicing 
calisthenics  in  a  pleasing  manner,  and  there  was  one  class  in 
Arithmetic,  the  members  of  which  recited  so  promptly  and 
accurately,  that  they  received  much  praise. 

The  second  term  was  badly  broken  up  by  sickness — the 
whooping-cough  being  very  prevalent  amongst  the  scholars — 
consequently  the  number  in  school,  and  the  average  attendance, 
were  comparatively  small ;  and,  of  course,  less  was  accomplished 
than  in  preceding  terms. 

Upper  Primary  Division. — Length  of  first  term,  twenty-seven 
weeks.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  61.  Average  attendance, 
52. 
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Length  of  second  term,  fourteen  weeks.  Whole  number  of 
scholars,  58.  Average  attendance,  52. 

This  school  was  conducted  during  the  year  by  Miss  Anna  E. 
Wright,  a  young  lady  who  resides  in  the  district,  and  who  was 
educated  in  our  own  schools.  Young  and  inexperienced  in 
teaching,  she  entered  upon  her  task  with  much  solicitude. 
Ambitious  to  succeed,  and  very  conscientious  in  the  discharge 
of  her  duties,  she  devoted  herself  with  great  fidelity  to  the 
interests  of  her  school.  And  the  results  were  such  as  to  reflect 
much  credit  both  on  the  teacher  and  scholars.  As  a  disciplina¬ 
rian,  Miss  Wright  is  surpassed  by  very  few  teachers;  and  the 
order  and  decorum  prevailing  in  her  school-room,  were  always 
gratifying.  The  first  term  was  a  decided  success,  and  the 
exercises  at  the  closing  examination  were  quite  satisfactory  to 
the  Committee.  In  the  Winter  term,  although  there  was  the 
same  faithfulness  on  the  part  of  the  teacher,  yet,  perhaps  in 
consequence  of  her  protracted  ill  health,  the  results  reached 
were  not  quite  so  satisfactory. 

Some  of  the  classes  at  the  examination  did  not  do  as  well 
as  we  could  wish,  and  others  exhibited  much  which  we  could 
heartily  commend. 

James  Merritt  and  John  Orr  were  not  absent  nor  tardy 
during  the  year. 

Intermediate  Division. —  Length  of  first  term,  twenty-seven 
weeks.  Whole  number  of  scholars,  55.  Average  attendance, 
47. 

Length  of  second  term,  14  weeks.  Whole  number  of  scholars, 
60.  Average  attendance,  51. 

Miss  Maria  Y.  Boardman,  who  taught  this  school  the  previous 
year,  and  of  whom  favorable  mention  was  made  in  our  last 
report,  continued  in  charge  of  it  during  the  past  year,  with  her 
accustomed  success. 

In  some  respects  the  school  has  done  well,  and  in  others,  not 
all  that  could  be  wished.  The  order  of  the  school  has  generally 
been  good,  though  perhaps  not  quite  up  to  what  it  was  the 
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year  before.  The  teacher  aimed  to  be  thorough  in  her  system 
of  instruction,  and  had  she  always  been  critically  accurate 
herself,  she  would  have  been  a  very  efficient  and  successful 
instructor  of  youth. 

The  examination  at  the  close  of  both  terms,  presented  much 
to  gratify  and  commend,  there  being  comparatively  but  few 
failures  or  errors.  The  classes  in  Arithmetic  and  Geography 
were  worthy  of  special  mention,  on  account  of  the  excellence 
of  their  performances. 

Walter  Allison  was  neither  absent  nor  tardy,  during  the 
year.  Charles  Merritt  absent  but  one  day,  and  that  on  account 
of  sickness. 

Grammar  Division. — Length  of  first  term,  27  weeks.  Whole 
number  of  scholars,  39.  Average  attendance,  31. 

Length  of  second  term,  14  weeks.  Whole  number  of 
scholars,  47.  Average  attendance,  42. 

Miss  Mary  T.  Clapp,  who  taught  with  universal  acceptance 
in  one  of  the  primary  schools  in  the  district  last  year,  was,  at 
the  commencement  of  this  year,  promoted  to  the  grammar 
division,  and  the  result  of  her  efforts  there  has  vindicated  the 
wisdom  of  her  election  to  that  important  post.  Our  expecta¬ 
tions,  based  upon  her  previous  success,  were  somewhat  high, 
and  they  have  been  fully  realized.  Being  herself  a  live  teacher, 
she  succeeds  in  infusing  a  good  degree  of  her  own  enthu¬ 
siasm  into  the  minds  of  her  pupils.  The  school  has  always 
been  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  and  her  scholars  have  made 
good  proficiency  in  their  studies.  The  examination  at  the 
close  of  both  terms  was  in  most  respects  highly  creditable  to  the 
scholars  and  honorable  to  the  teacher.  The  first  class  in 
Arithmetic,  and  the  first  in  Grammar,  the  classes  in  Algebra 
and  in  History,  deserve  to  be  especially  mentioned  for  the 
excellence  of  their  several  performances.  The  spelling,  also,  of 
the  first  class,  as  evidenced  by  the  report,  was  of  a  high  order. 
In  addition  to  the  exercises  in  the  speller,  1200  words  were 
given  them  during  the  term,  to  be  written  in  a  hand  book,  as 


is  practiced  in  our  high  schools.  Of  the  class,  six  were  per¬ 
fect  in  spelling,  and  one  was  perfect  in  spelling,  accentuation, 
and  divisions. 

The  following  scholars  were  neither  absent  nor  tardy  during 
the  year,  viz.,  Isabel  W.  Curtis,  Emma  A.  Trott,  Julia  A.  Dyor, 
Jennie  Fairbanks,  Ella  M.  Merritt,  Andrew  S.  Gore,  and 
George  F.  Lindsey. 

It  is  no  more  than  justice  to  Miss  Clapp  to  say,  that  in  her 
two  years’  experience  in  our  schools,  she  has  taken  a  high  rank 
amongst  our  most  efficient  and  successful  teachers.* 


Tenth  District. —  Grammar  School. — Summer  Term. — Miss 
Lydia  A.  Tirrell,  teacher.  There  is  much  to  be  commended 
in  this  school.  The  order  has  been  uniformly  good,  the  teach¬ 
ing  thorough,  and  the  progress  of  the  pupils  in  their  studies,  all 
that  could  be  expected.  The  teacher  has  an  agreeable  tact 
for  securing  good  government,  and  evinces  much  skill  in 
imparting  knowledge.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  are  able  to 
speak  of  her  success.  At  our  repeated  visits,  the  recitations 
have  been  animated  and  correct.  The  exercises  at  the  close 
of  the  term  were  of  a  character  that  reflected  great  credit  on 
the  teacher  and  pupils.  Having  resigned  her  situation,  much  to 
the  regret  of  the  pupils  and  Committee,  for  the  ensuing  term 
Miss  Ursula  K.  Fletcher,  of  Claremount,  N.  H.,  was  elected 
to  take  her  place.  Owing  to  her  especial  training  for  this 
work,  and  her  large  experience,  the  Committee  anticipated  a 
session  of  signal  success.  Her  affability  and  correct  deport¬ 
ment  early  secured  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  the  pupils. 
She  had  no  difficulty  in  leading  them  along  the  path  of  dis¬ 
cipline  and  study  by  the  cords  of  affection.  Everything  per¬ 
taining  to  the  school  indicated  that  the  scholars  were  quiet 
and  thoughtful,  orderly  and  diligent;  the  teacher  assiduous 
and  faithful.  The  examination  showed  that  the  teacher  had 
spared  no  pains  in  order  that  she  might  meet  the  approbation 
of  the  Committee  and  friends. 
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Summer  Term. — Eighteen  weeks  and  a  fraction.  Whole  num¬ 
ber  of  scholars,  42.  Average  attendance,  36. 

Winter  Term. — Twenty-one  weeks.  Whole  number  of  schol¬ 
ars,  45.  Average  attendance,  38  and  a  fraction. 

Primary  School. — This  school  has  been  in  charge,  for  the 
past  year,  of  Miss  M.  Augusta  Fay.  This  was  her  first 
attempt  at  teaching,  but  she  has  proved  herself  well  qualified 
for  this  position.  If  to  succeed  under  great  difficulties  deserves 
great  credit,  this  credit  properly  belongs  to  her.  As  a  discipli¬ 
narian  she  is  equaled  by  few,  if  any ;  her  system  of  teaching 
is  clear,  correct  and  successful.  At  the  examination  she  made 
no  attempt  at  display,  neither  did  she  appear  desirous  of  aiding 
her  scholars  by  asking  suggestive  questions.  In  almost  every 
instance  the  questions  were  answered  promptly.  In  Arith¬ 
metic  the  classes  acquitted  themselves  nobly ;  the  reading  was 
good,  and  in  Geography  scarcely  a  question  failed  of  a  ready 
answer. 

Simmer  Term.  —  Nineteen  weeks.  Whole  number  of 
pupils,  40.  Average  attendance,  30  and  a  fraction. 

Winter  Term. — Twenty-two  weeks.  Whole  number  of  schol¬ 
ars,  36.  Average  attendance,  26  and  a  fraction. 

Eleventh  District. — Summer  Term. — Miss  Sarah  B.  Thomp¬ 
son,  teacher.  Length,  twenty  weeks.  Whole  number,  51. 
Average  attendance,  41. 

The  teacher  manifested  a  desire  to  succeed.  She  was 
thorough  in  her  instruction,  and  for  a  time  maintained  a  toler¬ 
able  degree  of  order.  But  gradually  she  lost  the  control  of 
the  school ;  and  particularly  after  the  summer  vacation,  there 
was  much  disorder  in  it.  Some  of  the  pupils  were  dutiful  and 
studious.  Others  manifested  but  little  regard  for  the  teacher 
and  but  little  interest  in  study,  consequently  they  made  but 
little  progress.  The  term  closed  sooner  than  the  teacher 
anticipated,  so  that  she  had  but  little  time  for  review.  On 
this  account  allowance  was  made  by  the  Committee  for 
some  of  the  imperfections  of  the  closing  examination. 
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Winter  Term. — Length,  twenty-one  weeks.  Whole  number, 
61.  Average,  39.  Mr.  Horace  Choate,  teacher. 

This  was  his  first  school.  He  entered  upon  his  duties  with 
a  zeal  and  energy  that  betokened  success.  He  labored  hard, 
but  successfully,  to  bring  the  school  into  a  proper  state  of 
order.  He  aimed  at  thoroughness  in  instruction.  The  school 
improved  greatly  under  his  charge.  Some  of  the  scholars 
made  very  commendable  progress,  and  showed  that  they  had 
been  thoroughly  taught.  There  were  individuals  who  failed 
to  be  interested  in  their  studies,  and  who  consequently  accom¬ 
plished  but  little.  The  school  was  very  seriously  interrupted 
by  the  measles  the  latter  part  of  the  term.  The  closing 
examination  gave  the  Committee  much  satisfaction.  Some  of 
the  classes  did  exceedingly  well.  The  happiest  relations 
existed  between  teacher  and  pupils.  The  Committee  regard 
the  school  as  highly  successful,  and  Mr.  Choate  as  a  competent 
and  devoted  teacher. 

From  the  foregoing  statements  it  appears  that  the  schools, 
with  few  exceptions,  have,  during  the  past  year,  been  under 
efficient  management,  and  that  they  are,  generally,  in  a  pros¬ 
perous  condition.  Still  we  do  not  regard  them  as  having 
reached  the  highest  standard  of  excellence.  They  are  not 
what  it  is  desirable  they  should  be ;  what  it  is  believed  they 
may  be,  under  a  different  system,  and  at  the  same,  or  even 
less  than  their  present  cost.  The  Committee  find  the  character 
of  the  schools  to  depend  mainly  upon  the  qualifications  of  the 
teachers,  and  that  there  is  a  wide  difference  between  teachers 
in  this  respect.  And,  perhaps,  there  is  nothing  upon  which 
they  differ  more  than  upon  the  vital  point  of  thoroughness.  It 
is  necessary  to  the  highest  elevation  of  our  schools  that  they 
be  taught  by  those  who  have  been  themselves  thoroughly 
taught,  and  who  are  thorough  in  teaching  others.  Some  of 
our  teachers  are  eminently  thorough.  It  is  for  the  interest  of 
the  schools  that  such  be  retained. 

More  would  have  been  accomplished  in  many  of  our  schools 
the  past  year  had  they  not  been  interrupted  by  sickness. 


56 


Nearly  or  quite  all  in  the  south  part  of  the  town  suffered  from 
the  measles.  In  several,  the  attendance  was  so  much  reduced 
that  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  suspend  them  for  a  time. 

The  want  of  sympathy  and  cooperation  with  the  teacher  on 
the  part  of  some  parents  has  proved  injurious  to  several  of 
our  schools.  If  parents  understood  better  the  labors,  the  dif¬ 
ficulties,  the  anxieties  of  teachers,  they  would  avoid  wounding 
their  feelings,  trying  their  patience,  and  discouraging  their 
efforts,  by  fault  finding  and  censure.  Teachers  may,  and  some¬ 
times  do,  err  in  judgment,  but  the  evils  consequent  upon  such 
mistakes  are  slight  in  comparison  with  the  injury  done  by  those 
who  make  use  of  them  to  excite  prejudice  against  the  teacher. 

A  great  evil  in  most  of  the  schools  is  the  large  number  of 
classes  which,  in  the  present  system,  it  seems  necessary  to 
make.  It  is  impossible  for  a  teacher  who  has  twenty  or  more 
classes  to  hear  in  a  day,  to  give  to  them  such  thorough  instruc¬ 
tion  as  they  need.  The  only  remedy  for  this  evil  is  a  proper 
grading  of  the  schools.  In  all  cases  where  it  is  practicable 
they  should  be  so  constituted  that  each  school  shall  be  com¬ 
posed  of  scholars  of  nearly  the  same  attainments.  If,  for 
instance,  there  are,  within  a  mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half  of  a 
central  point,  children  enough  to  form  four  schools,  instead  of 
their  being  divided  by  territorial  lines  into  four  mixed  schools, 
they  should  be  divided  according  to  attainments  into  four 
graded  schools.  The  number  of  classes  in  each  school  would 
thus  be  reduced  three-fourths,  and,  consequently,  each  class 
would  receive  four  times  as  much  instruction  as  it  could  have 
were  the  school  a  mixed  one.  Each  grade  of  pupils  would  be 
benefitted  by  such  an  arrangement.  Is  it  not  better  for  a  class 
in  algebra,  arithmetic,  or  grammar  to  be  drilled  in  a  recita¬ 
tion  of  forty  minutes  than  of  ten  ?  Will  not  the  child  in  the 
spelling  book  make  more  rapid  progress  if  he  reads  twenty 
minutes  a  day  than  if  he  reads  only  five  ? 

It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the  tendency  of  such  an 
arrangement  is  to  degrade  a  school.  The  schools  in  a  given 
district  are  not  degraded  but  elevated,  when  all  belonging  to 
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those  schools  are  placed  in  the  most  favorable  situation  for 
improvement.  And  this  is  done  when  they  are  placed  in 
graded  schools.  If  those  of  widely  different  attainments  are 
brought  together  in  the  same  school,  the  more  advanced  pupils, 
generally  few  in  number,  will  receive  more  than  their  propor¬ 
tionate  share  of  the  teacher’s  time  and  attention,  to  the  disad¬ 
vantage  of  the  other  members  of  the  school.  On  account  of 
•  these  few,  the  school  may  make  a  fine  appearance  when  exam¬ 
ined,  and  obtain  a  high  reputation;  but  is  it,  as  a  whole, 
elevated  ?  Is  it  to  elevate  a  school,  to  keep  the  greater  part 
from  rising?  But  remove  from  the  school  these  advanced 
classes,  and  place  them,  with  others  of  similar  attainments,  in  a 
school  by  themselves,  and  both  those  that  remain  and  those 
that  are  removed  would  be  more  favorably  situated  for 
improvement ;  and  in  this  way  the  school,  as  a  whole,  would 
be  elevated.  The  true  way  to  elevate  the  schools  is  to  grade 
them.  In  a  mixed  school,  the  higher  classes  act  as  weights 
upon  the  lower,  and  the  lower  as  clogs  upon  the  higher ;  and 
so  they  mutually  impede  each  other. 

The  chief  obstacle  to  a  thorough  grading  of  the  schools  in 
our  town  is  the  district  system.  On  this  account,  it  is  desir¬ 
able  that  the  district  system  be  abolished.  It  is  desirable 
also  on  another  account,  which  is,  that  all  parts  of  the  town 
may  have  equal  educational  advantages.  An  equal  tax  is 
laid  upon  all  the  people  for  the  avowed  object  of  affording 
equal  school  privileges  to  all  the  children  in  the  town.  But 
in  the  distribution  of  the  public  money,  more  has  been  allotted 
to  some  districts  than  they  were  able  to  expend,  while  others 
have  not  been  allowed  as  much  as  was  needed.  For  example : 
In  two  contiguous  districts,  the  appropriation  of  last  year  gave 
for  the  school  in  one  district  $356,  and  for  each  of  the  three 
schools  in  the  other,  $22  8  ;  consequently  it  was  necessary  to  close 
the  latter  schools  at  the  end  of  eight,  and  eight  and  a  half  months, 
while  the  former  was  kept  ten  and  a  quarter  months,  without 
expending  all  the  appropriation.  Had  the  money  raised  for 
schools  been  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Town  Committee, 
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and  had  they  appropriated  it  in  this  manner,  withholding  from 
some  sections  a  sufficient  portion,  and  giving  to  others  more 
than  they  could  use,  till  a  surplus  had  accumulated  in  several 
districts  of  two,  three  and  six  hundred  dollars,  it  would  have 
been  deemed  an  injustice  not  to  be  tolerated.  Let  the  district 
system  be  abolished,  and  there  will  be  an  end  to  this  unequal 
distribution  of  the  public  money. 

Your  Committee  do  not  intend  in  this  Report,  to  present  all 
their  reasons  for  preferring  the  town  to  the  district  system  • 
but  they  cannot  forbear  alluding  to  one  which  they  consider 
of  great  weight.  It  is  the  success  which  has  so  generally 
attended  the  experiment,  wherever  the  town  system  has  been 
fairly  tried.  This  system  has  been  adopted  by  80  or  100 
cities  and  towns  in  this  State,  embracing  probably  more  than 
one-half  the  population.  The  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Edu¬ 
cation  says,  u  Wherever  a  town  has  established  the  municipal 
system,  and  adhered  to  it  for  two  years,  there  has  never  within 
my  knowledge  been  a  serious  effort  in  favor  of  the  district 
system.”  Doubtless  there  are  individuals  in  many  of  these 
towns  who  are  dissatisfied  with  the  system,  and  should  we  hear 
only  such  speak  of  it,  we  might  be  led  to  believe  that  the 
majority  in  the  town  were  opposed  to  it ;  but  knowing  that 
majorities  govern,  we  consider  the  fact  that  the  system  is  still 
retained,  as  disproving  all  such  adverse  statements. 

Some  cling  to  the  district  system  under  the  idea  that  it  is 
democratic.  But  is  it  genuine  democracy,  for  a  district  to  be 
under  the  irresponsible  power  of  one  man  ?  It  is  true,  they 
create  the  one  man  power.  But,  nevertheless,  it  is  absolute 
while  it  lasts ;  and  should  it  become  despotic,  as  it  may,  and 
sometimes  does,  there  is  no  help  for  it.  There  is  no  other 
such  irresponsible  power  in  all  our  government.  Would  it  not 
be  more  in  harmony  with  the  genius  of  our  republican  institu¬ 
tions,  to  have  the  duties  hitherto  performed  by  one  man,  chosen 
ordinarily  without  any  reference  to  his  qualifications,  entrusted 
to  a  body  of  men  chosen  with  special  reference  to  their  quali¬ 
fications  for  the  duties  to  be  performed  ? 
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Your  Committee  fully  agree  with  the  Committee  appointed 
by  the  town  last  May,  to  consider  the  propriety  of  abolishing 
the  school  district  system,  before  the  time  at  which  a  then 
existing  statute  required  its  abolition ;  who  say  in  their  report 
to  the  town,  signed  by  every  one  of  the  twenty-two  members 
of  the  Committee,  “Your  Committee  are  also  of  the  opinion 
that  the  School  District  system,  has,  on  account  of  the  great 
increase  of  population,  and  other  changes  in  the  circumstances 
of  the  town,  within  the  last  twenty-five  years,  become  detrimental 
to  the  interests  of  education,  and  tends  to  hinder  what  it  was 
designed  to  promote ;  and  that  it  is  desirable,  acting  indepen¬ 
dently  of  the  law  above  referred  to,  that  this  system  should  be 
abolished  at  the  earliest  convenient  time.  ” 

Your  Committee  believe  that  the  interests  of  education  in 
this  town  would  be  better  promoted  by  adopting  the  town  than 
by  continuing  the  district  system,  and  should  the  change  not 
be  made  this  year,  they  are  confident  that  it  will  be  at  no  dis¬ 
tant  day,  that  it  is  only  a  question  of  time.  But  under  which¬ 
ever  system  we  act,  let  us  endeavor  to  derive  from  it  its  full 
benefits  by  giving  to  it  our  cheerful,  earnest,  and  united  sup¬ 
port. 

J.  P.  TERRY, 

C.  W.  MELLEN, 

E.  S.  POTTER. 

Weymouth,  March,  1860. 
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School  Statistics. 


f 

No.  of  District. 

NAMES  OF  TEACHERS. 

No.  of  persons  in  the 

District  bet.  5  &  15. 

No.  of  Scholars  at¬ 

tending  School. 

Average  attendance. 

No.  under  5  Years 

of  Age. 

No.  over  15  Years 

of  Age. 

Length 

of 

Term. 

Wages  of  Teachers 

per  month. 

Term. 

Mo.Dy. 

L 

Miss  A.  E.  Vining, 

140 

47 

39 

14 

4 

10 

$19  00 

Summer. 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Loud,  . 

- 

41 

35 

- 

— 

4 

10 

24  00 

Summer. 

Miss  J.  F.  Vining, 

- 

42 

36 

- 

3 

4 

10 

32  00 

Summer. 

Miss  Lois  B.  Vining,  . 

- 

45 

38 

9 

— 

4 

5 

19  00 

Winter. 

i 

Miss  A.  E.  Vining, 

— 

41 

36 

— 

1 

5 

— 

24  00 

Winter. 

Miss  J.  F.  Vining, 

- 

41 

83 

““ 

8 

5 

- 

32  00 

Winter. 

II. 

Miss  Eliza  French,  . 

54 

50 

38 

2 

2 

6 

5 

30  00 

Summer. 

III. 

Miss  Marianna  Bates, 

264 

76 

48 

20 

5 

5 

14  00 

Summer. 

Miss  Maria  L.  Bates, . 

— 

58 

43 

- 

— 

5 

5 

20  00 

Summer. 

Miss  Mary  C.  Cowing, 

— 

45 

41 

— 

5 

5 

22  00 

Summer. 

' 

Miss  Susan  J.  F.  Pratt, 

— 

52 

40 

— 

4 

5 

5 

28  00 

Summer. 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Loud,  . 

— 

73 

41 

19 

.  — 

5 

6 

20  00 

Winter. 

Miss  Maria  L.  Bates, . 

— 

52 

44 

— 

— 

5 

7 

20  00 

Winter. 

/ 

Miss  Mary  C.  Cowing, 

— 

52 

43 

— 

— 

5 

7 

22  00 

Winter. 

1 

Miss  Susan  J.  F.  Pratt, 

- 

55 

45 

6 

5 

10 

32  00 

Winter. 

IY. 

Miss  A.  M.  Webster,  . 

113 

78 

53 

'  3 

6 

10 

24  00 

Summer. 

Miss  L.  W.  Johnson,  . 

— 

35 

30 

— 

— 

6 

10 

24  00 

Summer. 

Miss  Mary  Proctor,  . 

- 

46 

38 

— 

— 

3 

10 

24  00 

Winter. 

Miss  A.  M.  Webster,  . 

- 

41 

38 

2 

3 

10 

28  00 

Winter. 

V. 

Miss  Elizabeth  T.  Torrey, . 

130 

72 

57 

2 

__ 

7 

— 

24  00 

Summer. 

1  ' 

Miss  II.  M.  Vining,  . 

- 

47 

34 

— 

— 

7 

- 

24  00 

Summer. 

Miss  Elizabeth  T.  Torrey,’. 

- 

60 

50 

— 

— 

3 

- 

24  00 

Winter. 

1  1 

Miss  II.  M.  Vining,  . 

- 

55 

43 

“ 

7 

3 

— 

28  00 

Winter. 

VI. 

Miss  Elizabeth  White, 

Ill 

74 

51 

11 

_ 

7 

10 

20  00 

Summer. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Sampson,  . 

- 

46 

31 

— 

2 

7 

5 

32  58  6-io 

Summer. 

Miss  Elizabeth  White, 

- 

56 

38 

— 

— 

3 

10 

20  00 

Winter. 

Mr.  Chester  D.  Pratt, 

- 

58 

49 

12 

3 

10 

47  00 

Winter. 

VII. 

Mies  M.  J.  Blanchard, 

134 

42 

33 

8 

5 

— 

14  00 

Summer. 

Miss  Lucy  E.  Hunt,  . 

- 

52 

34 

- 

6 

5 

20  00 

Summer. 

-V 

Mr.  II.  F.  Woodman.  . 

- 

46 

35 

— 

5 

6 

- 

41  00 

Summer. 

Miss  Lucy  E.  Hunt,  . 

- 

58 

37 

— 

- 

2 

15 

20  00 

Winter. 

Mr.  H.  F.  Woodman, . 

— 

59 

48 

12 

3 

50  00 

Winter. 

VIII. 

Miss  H.  A.  Fuller, 

153 

59 

45 

9 

md 

2 

5 

— 

20  00 

Summer. 

, 

Miss  Lydia  A  Paddock,  . 

- 

65 

41 

6 

- 

6 

- 

24  00 

Summer. 

Miss  Susan  M.  Torrey, 

- 

51 

42 

— 

6 

- 

24  00 

Summer. 

Miss  Lydia  A.  Paddock,  . 

- 

55 

35 

— 

- 

2 

10 

24  00 

Winter. 

Miss  Susan  M.  Torrey, 

- 

49 

42 

- 

2 

10 

28  00 

Winter. 

Mr.  J.  French,  . 

- 

45 

39 

2 

3 

3 

— 

36  00 

"Winter. 

IX. 

Miss  Sarah  A.  White, 

239 

84 

61 

14 

_ 

6 

15 

16  00 

Summer. 

Miss  Anna  E.  Wright, 

— 

61 

52 

— 

- 

6 

15 

16  00 

Summer. 

Miss  M.  V.  Boardman, 

- 

55 

47 

— 

— 

6 

15 

24  00 

Summer. 

Miss  Mary  T.  Clapp,  . 

- 

39 

31 

2 

6 

15 

24  00 

Summer. 

Miss  Sarah  A.  White, 

— 

52 

35 

1 

- 

3 

10 

20  00 

Winter. 

Miss  Anna  E.  Wright, 

- 

58 

52 

— 

- 

3 

10 

20  00 

Winter. 

MisB  M.  V.  Boardman, 

— 

60 

51 

1 

3 

10 

24  00 

Winter. 

'  t  \ 

Miss  Mary  T.  Clapp,  . 

- 

47 

42 

7 

8 

10 

28  00 

Winter. 

X. 

Miss  M.  Augusta  Fay. 

86 

40 

30 

9 

_ 

4 

15 

18  00 

Summer. 

,  c  / 

Miss  Lydia  A.  Tirrell, 

- 

42 

36 

- 

4 

12 

24  00 

Summer. 

1 

Miss  M.  Augusta  Fay, 

— 

86 

26 

- 

5 

10 

20  00 

Winter. 

/ 

Miss  Ursula  K.  Fletcher,  . 

- 

45 

38 

— 

5 

5 

26  00 

Winter. 

\  0 

XI. 

Miss  Sarah  B.  Thompson, . 

63 

51 

41 

2 

_ 

5 

— 

22  00 

Summer. 

Mr.  Horace  Choate,  . 

— 

61 

39 

4 

5 

5 

40  00 

Winter. 

Mr.  Elbridge  Torrey,® 

- 

47 

46 

- 

3 

66  66  2-3 

Summer. 

Mr.  Elbridge  Torrey,® 

— 

42 

41 

— 

6 

— 

66  66  2-3 

Winter. 

Mr.  William  K.  Fletcher,®. 

— 

62 

56 

43 

4 

10 

95  24 

Summer. 

Miss  R.  V.  Humphrey,® 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

- 

29  40 

Summer. 

Mr.  William  K.  Fletcher,®. 

— 

49 

44 

30 

6 

— 

95  24 

Winter. 

Miss  R.  V.  Humphrey,®  . 

" 

28  00 

Winter. 

°  High  Schools. 


